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Commentary 

This task provides a simple but interesting and realistic context in which students are led to set 
up a rational equation (and a rational inequality) in one variable, and then solve that 
equation/inequality for an unknown variable. It seems likely to be direct and relevant enough to 
be used for assessment purposes, either in part or in whole. Alternatively, this task could be 
used as a motivation for studying equations of this form in general, as while students might be 
able to solve the first part by trial and error, this becomes rather tedious for the later parts.  
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