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Commentary 

The task has students look for structure in algebraic expressions related to a context, and asks them to relate that 
structure to the context. In addition, the task is illustrative of several of the mathematical practice standards. In this 
task, students have to be quite fluent in moving back and forth between the symbolic representation of a quantity 
and its interpretation in terms of the problem's context. While the task falls just short of explicitly requires students 
to reason about units, the requirement is present nonetheless -- students have to, for example, interpret 𝓍𝓍𝓍𝓍 as a 
measurement of cubic yards per trip times a number of trips, resulting in a quantity whose units are simply cubic 
yards.  

Adapted from Algebra: Form and Function, McCallum et al, Wiley, 2010. 
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