Task Title

Elaborate on Coaster Safety

Grade Level 6

LAFS Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced,
illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

Description The student will read the article “A Safe Thrill” to explain the events the
author used to introduce, illustrate, and elaborate on the safety issue of
roller coasters. The student will complete a graphic organizer and provide a
written analysis of how well the author introduced, illustrated, and
elaborated on these events in the article.

Materials e Passage "A Safe Thrill” (one copy per student)

e “ A Safe Thrill Summary Organizer” (previously completed from task
Summarizing a Safe Thrill)

o Highlighters (one per student)

¢ Projector, scanned-image and LCD projector, document camera, or
overhead projector.

e Teacher Checklist for Elaborate on Coaster Safety

Considerations
for Planning

+ This task may be bundled with one other task: Summarizing the Safe
Thrill. The recommended sequence is Summarizing the Safe Thrill and
Elaborate on Coaster Safety.

e Students have prior knowledge of text structure.

e Students have prior knowledge of fact and opinion.

e Students have prior knowledge of identifying the main idea and
supporting details in informational texts.

e Students have prior knowledge of deterring central ideas and supporting
details

e Students have prior knowledge of analyzing how key events are
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated on in a text.

¢ Students have prior knowledge of identifying author’s purpose and point
of view.

¢ Students have prior knowledge of citing textual evidence.

e Teacher may replace the passage “A Safe Thrill” with another grade-level
passage.

English Language Learner Considerations:

e ELLs may have difficulty determining the sequence of events and finding
instances of elaboration.

e ELLs may not have the personal vocabulary to analyze how the author
used elaboration. Allow ELLs to work with a partner.

e ELLs may need to use a bilingual dictionary.

e Some ELLs may not have experience with personally riding a coaster. A
video to illustrate what the experience is like can be shown before
students read this article.

e Review vocabulary as indicated on the ELL Considerations that
accompany the story. The tier two words could be difficult for ELLs.
Consider highlighting the tier two and tier three words in the passage.

Time Allotment

30-55 minutes
English Language Learner Considerations:
ELLs may require extended time to complete the task.

Group Size

Whole class
Individual (short response)
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Task Directions

1. Teacher introduces the task and states overall purpose, expectations for students, and
importance. Teacher says, “Today you are going to use the article ‘A Safe Thrill' and your
completed A Safe Thrill Summary Organizer to identify and explain how the author introduces,
illustrates, and elaborates on the idea that roller coasters have become safer. You will underline
events in the article that introduce, illustrate, and elaborate on this idea. It is important to take
some time to analyze the author’s craft of writing to determine if the author provides enough
elaboration and details for the reader to fully understand the information.”

2. Teacher distributes the article and the completed "A Safe Thrill Summary Organizer “from task
“Summarizing A Safe Thrill.” If the “A Safe Thrill Summary Organizer” is not complete, allow for
extra time to complete it prior to beginning this task.

3. Teacher instructs students to find three events in the article that the author uses to introduce,
illustrate, and elaborate on the idea that roller coasters have become safer. Students highlights
these events.

4. Teacher displays the following questions and asks students to independently write a short
response on notebook paper for each question:

How does the author introduce the idea that roller coasters have become safe?

Why is it important for the author to introduce this event at this point?

How does the author elaborate on the idea that roller coasters have become safer?
Explain why you think the author does or does not do an effective job of introducing and
elaborating the idea that roller coasters have become safe.

5. While students engage in the task, teacher observes, asks questions, and assists students.
Teacher utilizes rubric to determine student performance based on common
misconceptions/errors, identify appropriate questions to ask students to elicit evidence of
student thinking, and determine next steps for instruction.
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Rubric: Elaborate on Coaster Safety

elaborated on in a text.

Level 1: The student demonstrates a beginning understanding of analyzing in detail how an idea is introduced, illustrated, and

Misconception/Error

Questions for Eliciting Thinking

Instructional Implications

Student is unable to analyze how the
author introduces an idea in a text.

Student is unable to analyze how an
author illustrates an idea in a text.

Student is unable to analyze how an
author elaborates on an idea in a text.
English Language Learner
Misconceptions:

ELLs may be unable to identify how an
author introduces and elaborates on an
idea in a text. Some ELLs may still not
know how to identify main ideas, details,
and citing textual evidence properly.

ELLs may be unable to analyze the
effectiveness of the way an author
introduces and elaborates on an idea in
a text.

“Where else in the article does the author
talk about roller coaster safety? Is that
another event in the history of coasters?
What are some details that the author
gives about that event?”

“How does the author explain to the
reader that roller coasters have become
safer? Does the author use an example,
anecdote, definition?”

English Language Learner
Considerations:

“Look at the first event in the passage.
Where do you find that event in the
passage? What details did you read
about that event? What actions did
characters take? How did the characters
feel? What did they look like? What
evidence from the passage do you have
to support your answer?”

“How does the author introduce events?
How can you figure out when an event
took place? Where would you look for
details about an event mentioned by the
author? How does the author introduce a
character? What does the character look
like or sound like?”

Reteach main idea and supporting details.

Reteach how/why authors use supporting
details to introduce, illustrate, and
elaborate on an idea.

English Language Learner
Considerations:

Advise ELLs to look for the years in which
events occurred. Suggest that ELLs make
notes in the margins when events occurred
for easy reference. Have ELLs search for
adjectives, adverbs, and precise verbs as
evidence of elaboration.

Have ELLs mark the text when they locate
details that are related to specific events,
description, action, metaphors, and similes.
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elaborated on in a text.

Level 2: The student demonstrates some understanding of analyzing in detail how an idea is introduced, illustrated, and

Misconception/Error

Questions for Eliciting Thinking

Instructional Implications

Student is able to analyze in detail how
the author introduces an idea in a text.

Student is able to analyze in detail how

an author illustrates on an idea in a text.
Or

Student is able to analyze in detail how

an author elaborates on an idea in a text

but cannot consistently do both.

English Language Learner

Misconceptions:

ELLs may be able to find up to three
events in the article but be unable to
discern how the author elaborates on the
idea.

ELLs may have difficulty with the
vocabulary and be unable to express
their thoughts for an analysis.

“‘Read the events listed on your
organizer. Where do you find details
explaining those events in the history of
roller coasters?”

“What are some details that talk about
roller coaster safety?”

English Language Learner
Considerations:

“Where are the details about this event?
What do you think of the way the author
explained the safety of the roller
coasters at that time? What stories did
the author tell about that event? What
did the author say that means? What
examples did the author give?”

“What do you plan to write? How will
you put that idea in your own words?
How did the author use the word?”

Review ways that authors introduce,
illustrate, and elaborate on ideas so that
readers better understand the idea (e.g.,
examples, anecdotes, definitions,
explanations, illustrations,
compare/contrast, etc.)

English Language Learner
Considerations:

Encourage ELLSs to look for details related
to the events. Elicit information about
definitions, anecdotes, examples, and
comparisons.

Allow extra time for the ELL to work on this
assignment.

Allow the ELL to use a bilingual dictionary.

Consider providing sentence stems for an
analysis.

elaborated on in a text.

Level 3: The student demonstrates a complete understanding of analyzing in detail how an idea is introduced, illustrated, and

Misconception/Error

Questions for Eliciting Thinking

Instructional Implications

Student is able to analyze in detail how
the author introduces an idea in a text.

Student is able to analyze in detail how
an author illustrates/ elaborates on an
idea in a text.

Students may self-correct.

“‘How does the way the author wrote this

article help you understand roller coasters
better? Is there anything that you think could

have been elaborated better? Is there

anywhere in the article where you feel the

author needed more elaboration?”

Provide more opportunities for student
to use grade-level text to analyze the
way authors introduce, illustrate, and
elaborate on events as well as the
effectiveness of the authors’
techniques.
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Level 4: The student demonstrates an advanced understanding of analyzing in detail how an idea is introduced, illustrated, and

elaborated on in a text.

Misconception/Error

Questions for Eliciting Thinking

Instructional Implications

Student is able to analyze in detail how an
idea is introduced, illustrated, and
elaborated on in a text and also explain
how another text structure could be used.

“How else could the author have
composed this article to give this
information? What other text structure
could have been used when writing this
piece?”

Provide opportunities for student to
compare and contrast the way two
authors introduce, illustrate, and
elaborate on an idea, including which
techniques are most effective.
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Teacher Checklist for
Elaborate on Coaster Safety

Q1 Does the student identify
how the author introduces an
idea in a text?
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