	Task Title
	Analyzing Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace

	Grade Level
	6

	LAFS
	LAFS.6.RI.1.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

	Description
	The student will read an informational text and analyze how a key idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in the text by responding to guiding questions. 

	Materials
	· Passage entitled “Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace” (one copy per student)
· Sample Informational text and guiding questions for teacher modeling (optional)
· Handout entitled “Guiding Questions” (one copy per student)
· Teacher Checklist

	Considerations for Planning
	· This task may be bundled with two other tasks: LAFS.6.L.3.4d “Rating My Knowledge” and LAFS.6.RI.2.4 “Know that Word.” The recommended sequence is “Rating My Knowledge,” “Know that Word,” and “Analyzing Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace.”  
· Students have prior knowledge of and experience with text features and how they support the understanding and comprehension of text.
· Students have prior knowledge of and experience with identifying and understanding how key ideas are introduced. 
· Students have prior knowledge of and experience with identifying and understanding how key ideas are illustrated. 
· Students have prior knowledge of and experience with identifying and understanding how key ideas are elaborated upon. 
· Students have prior knowledge of and experience with identifying examples and anecdotes used in text to support key ideas. 
· Students have prior knowledge of and experience with citing textual evidence. 
· Teacher may replace the passage “Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace” with another grade-level passage in curriculum.

English Language Learner Considerations:
· See ELL Considerations within the passage “Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace” and apply those that pertain directly to this task or the LAFS.
· Highlight key words and discuss meaning prior to reading selection.
· Allow ELLs to use a bilingual dictionary with definitions.
· Provide visuals to explain the concepts of the article.
· Pair or group ELLs with more proficient English-speaking students
· Discuss the affixes in key words when applicable.

	Time Allotment
	50 minutes

English Language Learner Considerations:
ELLs may need extra time to complete the writing task. 

	Group Size
	Individual 




Task Directions

1. Teacher introduces the task and states the overall purpose, expectations for students, and why the task is important. Teacher states, “We’re going to read an informational text and analyze how an idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated on within the text. You will analyze the text by responding to some guiding questions. Knowing how to do this will help you when you read various kinds of text and help you to better understand the text you are reading.” 

2. Teacher presents task directions to students, going over the various steps, student expectations, and materials.

· Teacher distributes the passage and Guiding Questions Handout to students. 

· Teacher instructs students to review the passage title, subheadings, illustrations, and graphs. 

· Teacher models the task by using a different informational text. Teacher displays the text and reviews the article’s title, subheadings, illustrations, and graphs. Teacher displays a sample guiding question for the text and models a response. Teacher models how to find key details in the text to support the response. 

· Teacher instructs students to read the passage “Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace” and complete the Guiding Questions Handout. 

3. While students engage in the task, teacher observes, asks questions, and assists students. Teacher utilizes rubric and checklist to determine student performance based on common misconceptions/errors, identify appropriate questions to ask students to elicit evidence of student thinking, and determine next steps for instruction. 
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Rubric: Analyzing Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace 
Level 1: The student demonstrates a beginning understanding of analyzing how ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text.
	Misconception/Error
	Questions for Eliciting Thinking
	Instructional Implications

	Student is unable to analyze how ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text. 

English Language Learner Misconceptions: 

ELLs may lack the instructional knowledge of the specific reading strategies targeted in this task such as analyzing the introduction of topics and how they are supported in text.

ELLs may lack the linguistic background to navigate through the lengthy technical language and may need guidance in matching illustrations provided to the corresponding language in the passage.

ELLs may need assistance with paraphrasing or citing information to complete the worksheet. 

	“How does the illustration help you understand the information in the text?”

“How does this detail help you understand the topic of this text?”

“What does this subheading tell you the paragraphs will be about?” 

English Language Learner Considerations:

“What is the main idea of the reading selection? Look at the first paragraph.  How does the author present it?  Does the author only talk about sinkholes? What else does the author mention? Why are these details important? How does this help the reader understand why sinkholes are dangerous?” 

“Look at the subheading. How does it help you know what this paragraph is about? How do the drawings show what happens first, second, and third? Now, look at the paragraph. What sentence tells you what happens in figure 1? Which sentence explains what figure 2 illustrates? Do these drawings help you understand the text?”

“How can we put that information in your own words? How would you write the answer to this guiding question?”
	Reteach how to use text features such as illustrations and subheadings. 

English Language Learner Considerations:

Model for students some specific strategies to find how information is presented and the supporting details that are used.

Review technical vocabulary in the passage to ensure that ELLs are not getting stuck on certain terms. Use guiding questions to help students see the relationship between the diagrams and the passage. 

Allow ELLs to read their answers aloud to peers in the group and to collaborate in identifying appropriate English language structures to present the information. 




	Misconception/Error
	Questions for Eliciting Thinking
	Instructional Implications

	Student is able to partially analyze how ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text.  
English Language Learner Misconceptions:

ELLs may still need considerable assistance with the specific reading strategies targeted in this task such as analyzing the introduction and elaboration of topics in texts.

ELLs may need some assistance with paraphrasing or citing information to complete the worksheet. 


	“How is the key idea introduced? Show me in the text.”

“Explain how the author elaborates on and illustrates key ideas. For example, show me examples, anecdotes, definitions, etc. in the text.” 

“What does this subheading tell you the paragraphs will be about?” 

English Language Learner Considerations:

“Look at the first paragraph. How does the author present the main idea of the passage? How do the illustrations in the second paragraph help the reader?” 

“How can you restate what you’ve just read and put that information in your own words? How would you write the answer to this guiding question?”

	Review how authors use examples, anecdotes, illustrations, definitions, etc. to introduce, illustrate and elaborate on key ideas in a text.

English Language Learner Considerations:

Model for students some specific strategies to find the essential information in supporting the essential question.

Encourage ELLs to read their answers aloud to peers in the group and to collaborate in identifying appropriate English language structures to present the information.


Level 2: The student demonstrates some understanding of analyzing how ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text.  

	Misconception/Error
	Questions for Eliciting Thinking
	Instructional Implications

	Student is able to analyze how ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text, with self-correction or teacher prompting. 


	“Which text features and details helped you better understand the main ideas in this text?” 
	Provide opportunities for student to explain why it was important for the author to introduce, illustrate, or elaborate on a key idea in a text. 


Level 3: The student demonstrates a complete understanding of analyzing how ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text.  

	Misconception/Error
	Questions for Eliciting Thinking
	Instructional Implications

	Student has no misconceptions or errors.

	“What other text features could the author have used to expand the ideas within the text?”
	Provide opportunities for student to read above-grade-level informational texts in science and/or social studies and analyze how main ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text. Have student identify ways in which the author could better introduce, illustrate, and elaborate on a key idea. 


Level 4: The student demonstrates an advanced understanding of analyzing how ideas are introduced, illustrated and elaborated in text.  
	Teacher Checklist for
Analyzing Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace

Q1 Does the student analyze how ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text? 
	Analyzes how ideas are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in text
	Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, or Level 4

	Observation notes

	Student Name
	Q1
	
	



Name: __________________________________			Date: _______________

Guiding Question Handout

Directions: Use information from “Sinkholes: Florida’s Hidden Menace” to answer the guiding questions. 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Guiding Question
	Student response (should include information from the text)

	How is the idea that sinkholes are a serious natural threat to Florida introduced? 
	

	How is this idea illustrated? 
	

	How is this idea elaborated on throughout the rest of the text? 
	



