The
Everglades...
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Saving the Everglades = Protecting our \Water Supply

The more than 7 million residents of South Florida (about 1 out of 3 Floridians) rely on the Everglades for their water supply.
The future of our state, our businesses and our homes depends on maintaining and protecting our source of clean, fresh water.

When rain falls on

the cities of Florida,
much of it has to be
drained away to protect
our homes, businesses
and farms. But in the
Everglades, the rains fill
up the grassy waters.

The wetlands of the
Everglades act like an
enormous sponge, storing up

the rain that falls during the
rainy season. The water stored
in the Everglades gives life to a
myriad of plants and animals
found nowhere else on Earth.

When the rains stop

and the dry season sets
in, water seeps through a
very porous aquifer, acting
like an underground river,
recharging the water
supplies of the nearby cities,
towns, and farms.

Florida cities tap this
underground supply
with wells, and then distribute

it through a network of
pipes directly to homes and
businesses. Each person in
Florida uses an average 180
gallons every day.

To learn more on how to protect
our water supply, visit our Web site
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