
Survival Episode Cards 

Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

1. MORNING, DAY ONE 

It’s January. the Everglades are still wet. It’s rough going because the sawgrass is over five feet tall in some places. You stop 
and examine this ancient plant. It has upward pointing teeth on the margins and the back of the mid-rib could cut like a razor. 
You are tired of slogging through the heavy grass and see a different type of vegetation to the right. It has a light green leaf 
about two feet long on a stem. You believe this area looks more open and ecourage your friends to go with you. 

The group decides to: 

A. Countinue in the direction of the alligator flag. B. Continue on the course they have set. 
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-2 points! 

A. Only - 1 point if you brought an extra pair of sneakers! 
You are sinking up to your necks in deep water and 
frequently fringe alligator holes. Get out of the alligator 
hole and continue. 

+2 points! 

B. This was the best choice to complete your mission! 
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2. LATE AFTERNOON, DAY ONE 

The sky is streaked orange with the setting sun. It’s time to make camp. One member sees a group of live oak trees. Although it 
would take you a bit out of your way, she/he says you should head there. Another member warns that the island will be 
swampy, just like the area with the alligator flag. 

The group decides to: 

A. Make the best camp they can on the wet ground. B. Go to the group of trees. 
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-2 points! 

A. You would have had a miserable, wet night. Your strength 
and reserves have waned, and the trip would not have been 
fun. Fortunately, as you begin to settle down, another group 
of explorers passed by and informed you that the group of 
trees is a hammock and will be a drier place to stay. Your 
group packs up and proceeds to the tree island. 

+3 points! 

B. You will sleep dry and fairly comfortably since hammock 
(tree island) vegetation grows on higher ground. In journals, 
Everglades travelers of the past always sought hammocks in 
which to make their camps. The Seminoles also used 
hammocks for temporary and permanent camps. In the 
Everglades, a change in elevation even of a few feet alters 
the everglades and makeup of the community. 
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3. LATE AFTERNOON, DAY ONE 

As you approach the hammock, you are growing tired and impatient. It’s beginning to get dark, and the hammock appears quite 
large. You are trying to decide the best way to enter the hammock. 

Should you... 

A. Use up valuable time, circling the hammock to find an 
animal trail through the saw palmettos that fringe it? 

B. Make your own path through the dense vegetation that 
fringes the hammock? It’s getting dark; you had better get in 
quickly while you can still see your feet. 
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+3 points! 

A. Edges of hammocks are often dense with vegetation 
because that is where plants find the sunlight that supports 
growth. Also, “the edge effect” comes into play: two 
communities come together each contributing species. 
Taking the time to find an animal trail is safer than creating 
your own. In addition to the danger of rattlesnakes, which 
frequent saw palmettos, poisonwood is a common tree 
species on the “edge” of hammocks, If a tree limb snaps in 
your face and you breathe in a sigh of relief because it looks 
like a gumbo limbo, think twice. Poisonwood resembles the 
harmless gumbo limbo. 

-2 points! 

B. You run the risk of stepping on a diamondback rattlesnake. 
The saw palmetto, with its thick, branched stem that creeps 
along the ground and stiff, fan-shaped leaves, provide refuge 
for rattlesnakes and other creatures. The plant’s black oblong 
fruits were an important source of food for the Native 
Americans; however, early settlers who sampled them said, 
”We could compare the taste of them to nothing else, but 
rotten cheese steeped in tobacco juice.” 
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4. EVENING, DAY ONE 

The interior of the hammock is magical. Canopies of tall trees prevent sunlight from penetrating to the forest floor. Therefore, the 
inside of the hammock is open and fairly free of shrubby plants. Also, the trees that enclose you create “acoustic effects”; it is 
very still and quiet within the hammock. As you become more aware of your surroundings, you notice a faint skunk odor. Are you 
sharing this hammock with a skunk? 

You decide to... 

A. Leave this hammock and, 
in the dark, go to a different 
tree island you noticed on 
your way in. 

B. Investigate the hammock 
to discover the source of the 
odor. 

C. Search in your plant and 
animal ID books for clues. 
NOTE: You can only do this if 
you brought a flashlight and 
the books! 

D. Ignore the smell. 
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-2 points! 

A. You would have faced the 
perils of wandering the 
Everglades at night. Get back 
in the hammock, go to bed. 

0 points! 

B. You run the risk of being 
sprayed by a skunk and 
disturbing other organisms. 
Go back to bed. 

+5 points! 

C. You were able to locate 
imformation about the source 
of the smell. It is a tree called 
the white stopper, a very 
common hammock species. 
It was originally named 
“stopper” because it helped 
stop diarrhea. 

+2 points! 

D. This was a wise choice. If it 
was a skunk, it’s best to leave 
it alone. 
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5. MORNING, DAY  TWO 

Unless you brought an extra pair of sneakers (score one point), the next day you pull on soggy sneakers (with southern 
Florida’s high humidity, shoes do not dry overnight) and step into the tepid waters of the freshwater marsh. Before you 
leave the hammock, a member of your party suggests that you each search for a downed branch to use as a walking stick. 

Members of the group decide to: 

A. Take the time to find suitable sticks. B. Not bother with finding walking sticks in order to save time. 
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+1 points! 

A. You didn’t get off to an early start because you 
had to spend time looking for the right stick. 

0 points! 

B. Begin your day. 
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6. AFTERNOON, DAY TWO 

You take a break from slogging and move to a higher area, an area of pine flatwoods. Unlike in pine forests farther north where 
the soil is sandy, this ground is rough limestone, full of cavities. You recognize that the dominant tree here is slash pine. 

A member of your group identitifies a common plant called coontie; he thinks the root is edible, and that the Seminoles used it 
as a food source. He pulls up the thick underground stem and suggests that everyone take a small bite. If it is edible and tasty, it 
would add to food stores, which are already running low. 

The group decides: 

A. Not to eat the root as no one B. To take a few bites to see C. To look in the plant ID book 
is certain of its identification or what it tastes like. to find out. 
edibility. 
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+3 points 

A. You chose well. You should never 
eat any wild plants unless you are 
with a naturalist who is positive not 
only of the plant’s identification but 
also of its use. 

-5 points! 

B. Although the plant was correctly 
identified and it was a food source 
of early Seminoles and white 
settlers, in its natural state, coontie 
is poisonous. Early settlers learned 
from the Seminoles that the 
rootsock had to be prepared and 
boiled until soft, then mashed. It 
was flushed with lots of water, 
drained, and dried in the sun. Early 
Miamians and other South Floridi-
ans used coontie to make flour; the 
Seminoles did not dry it, but cooked 
the mash with their sofkee stew. In 
its natural state, coontie is so 
poisonous that cattle drinking the 
red water from the washing process 
have been fatally poisoned. 

+5 points! 

C. By the looking in the plant book, 
you find out coontie is poisonous 
(see option B for details). 
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7. LATE AFTERNOON, DAY TWO 

As you proceed across the wide expanse of the Everglades, you encounter a “solution hole”. These holes, produced by the 
chemical weathering of the limestone cap rock, measuring from a few inches to several feet deep. When the Everglades are 
wet, water and periphyton (floating algae) may disguise the holes. 

What is your plan of action? 

A. Wade though the water. B. Wade though the water using your 
walking stick. NOTE: You can only exercise 
this option if you brought a walking stick. 

C. Walk around the solution 
hole. 
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-3 points! 

A. Halfway across, you’re in 
over your head. You swim 
across, but your equipment is 
soaking wet. Take time to sort 
and dry your belongings. 

+3 points! 

B. With your walking sticks, 
you are able to locate and 
avoid deeper areas. 

0 points! 

C. Walking around the solution 
hole takes much longer than you 
thought. 
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8. AFTERNOON, SEVERAL DAYS LATER 

Today, wading among cypress knees, oversized ferns, prolific air plants and Spanish moss, you feel as if you have moved back in 
time to the Jurassic Period - to the days of dinosaurs. This cypress swamp is home of the black bear, Florida panther, American 
alligator, and cottonmouth water moccasin. As night gathers, you find yourself in the middle of a long, wide cypress strand. The 
water is clear and deep. You will not be able to cross the strand before dark. Some custard apple bushes are growing nearby. 

What are you going to do? 

A. It’s hopeless - panic! B. Resolve that you will have to continue 
moving slowly and cautiously through the 
water throughout the night and make 
camp when you get to higher ground. 

C. Take a few minutes to look around 
you. Discuss if there is any way to get 
out of the water for the night. (If you 
can devise something, tell your teacher; 
he/she will decide whether or not to 
award points.) 
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-5 points! 

A. Regardless of your situation, 
never panic. It wastes time, and 
panic has been known to make 
people do foolosh things that 
cause injury or death. 

+1 points! 

B. This is better than panicking, but 
not the best. The cypress swamp is 
the home of American alligators 
and cottonmouth water moccasins. 
Although neither species is overly 
aggressive, they have a definite 
advantage over you in the dark. 

+5 or more points! 

C. If your teacher thinks your idea is 
credible, you may be awrded up to 5 
points. In addition to these points, if you 
brought a pocketknife, award yourself 
3 points. If you brought a rope, give 
yourself 3 points. 

HINT: Compare your idea to that of Calvin R. Stone, the 

author of Forty Years in the Everglades, who also found 

himself in a cypress strand with night approaching: 

“At nightfall at the end of the fourth day, I was in the middle of 
a wide an long cypress strand. I know that I could not cross the 
strand before it got dark. I was in too far too turn back. With no 
hard ground to camp on. I found a thick growth of custard apple 
bushes and cut the tops out with a machete until I had a flat 
place on the top of the bushes. I cut some small cypress poles 
and laid them lengthwise across the bushes until they were 
about level. Then I cut some small branches and crisscrossed 
the poles to hold them together. I crawled onto this improvised 
bed and it put me well about the water, about five feet. I slept 
there until daylight the next morning.” 
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9. LATE AFTERNOON, NEAR THE END OF YOUR JOURNEY 

The flat terrain and lack of recognizable landmarks in the Everglades confused even the most experienced hunters and hikers. 
Your group hopes to eventually make it to the coast where you have heard there are shell mounds of the Calusa. So far, you 
have found no signs of these ancient people. You have been wandering for about three hours, and are uncertain where you are. 

A. Did you bring a compass? B. Did you bring a topographic map? 
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+3 points! 

A. Yes 

+2 points! 

B. Yes 

0 points! 

A. No 

0 points! 

B. No 
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10. EVENING, NEAR THE END OF YOUR JOURNEY 

Good fortune is with you as you wander into a hunting camp. An old man comes out to meet you. He seems happy to have 
visitors. He invites you for a supper of venison and raccoon stew. Sitting around a rough table after dinner, he leans back in his 
chair and talks about his years in the Everglades. He loves the swamp, but he has brought enough people in to recognize that not 
all people share his love. He talks about the horseflies in May that don’t just bite you, but strike and leave a welt the size of a golf 
ball. He tells of mosquitoes that will blacken a screen and block out the light on a bright summer’s day. He talks about sink holes 
that a man can disappear into in the wet season, and rattlers and white-mouth water moccasins. But he also talks about the 
beauty of the swamp at daybreak: the sunlight broken up by the needles of giant cypress trees and reflecting off the clear blue 
water, fragile purple and white orchids, and tree snails with rainbow-colored shells, harmless black and golden spiders the size 
of your hand that build webs nine feet in diameter, a family of river otters sliding down a mud chute over and over again -
behavior that can only be described as play. 

He looks at you and says that the Calusa Indians are extinct, all that remains of them are the stories told through potsherds 
(fragments of ancient pottery), conch shells, wooden masks, and bone ornaments - some of which are buried in wonderful 
mounds. The rumors of Calusa still living out there are just legend. 

Your spirits sink with disappointment. He promises to take you to a shell mound on the coast the next morning. As you climb 
into your sleeping bags, the old man has one last word. “Too late, we recognized the value of these Calusa people. The wisdom 
and experience they might have given our culture is lost forever. We can only hope that the same does not happen to the 
Everglades - that its wonders are not lost to us before we recognize a wealth that cannot be bought.” In the distance, a Florida 
panther growls, and an owl calls. 

If you have made it this far, award yourselves 3 points. Total the points (remember to subtract for your “purchases”), record the 
time, and call your teacher to check the map. Your Everglades adventure is at an end - or maybe it’s just the beginning! 
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+3 points! 

If you have made it this far, award 
yourselves 3 points. Total the points 
(remember to subtract for your 
“purchases”), record the time, and 
call the teacher to check the map. 
Your Everglades adventure is at an 
end - or maybe it’s just the 
beginning! 
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