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28th Parallel City Information 

Houston  29° 45' 47" N / 95° 21' 47" W (Texas, US) 

Geography: Houston, seat of Harris County, Texas, has a population of over 2.1 million people 
within a land area of 599.6 square miles and is located on the upper Gulf coastal plain, 50 miles 
from the Gulf of Mexico. Houston lies largely in the northern portion of the Gulf coastal plain, a 
40- to 50-mile-wide swath along the Texas Gulf Coast. Typically, elevation rises approximately one 
foot per mile inland. Downtown stands about 15 meters above sea level, and the highest point in 
far northwest Houston is about 38 meters in elevation. The average altitude of Houston is 13.00 
meters. 

Climate/Weather: Houston's climate is classified as humid subtropical. During the summer 
months, it is common for the temperature to reach over 90 °F (32 °C), with an average of 99 days 
per year above 90 °F (32 °C) and at least 3 days at or over 100 °F (38 °C) Winters in Houston are 
mild. The average high in January, the coldest month, is 63 °F (17 °C), while the average low is 43 
°F (6 °C). Rainfall is the most common form of precipitation in Houston. The wettest month is 
June, with 5.93 inches (151 mm) of rain. On average, Houston sees 30–40 days of rain per year. 
The city receives 49.77 inches (1,264 mm) of rain in an average year. Flash flood warnings are 
common all year, and due to the flat landscape, heavy rains can be a threat to the city.  
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Vegetation：Northern and eastern portions of the area are largely forested; southern and western 
portions are predominantly prairie grassland; coastal areas are prairie and sand. Native trees 
include chestnut oak, bald cypress, red mulberry, wild black cherry and American holly. Native 
shrubs include beautyberry, dwarf palmetto, Texas lantana, and spider lily. Other common plants 
include clematis, milkweed, spiderwort, passionflower and purple coneflower. 

Vegetation Greenness Chart: Below is the vegetation greenness chart for Houston showing 
values for the percentage of a given area that is generally covered by dense green vegetation 
each month. Vegetation greenness around Houston is at its maximum in April.
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Typical Animals: The typical mammals in Houston include armadillo, grey fox, coyote, eastern 
cottontail rabbit, bobcat, grey squirrel, fox squirrel, skunk, nutria, opossum, raccoon, red fox, and 
white-tail deer. Birds include Blue Jay, Hummingbird, Mockingbird, Woodpecker. Common fish 
species are bass, bream, Rio Grande perch, catfish and carp. 

Resources: 
http://www.shootingonlocation.com/filmlocations/united-states/texas/houston/houston-vegetationgreenness.php 
http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/tmot1/Default.htm 
http://www.texasbest.com/houston/geograph.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houston 
http://www.npsot.org/Houston/npsoth%20information%20pages.p 

http://www.npsot.org/Houston/npsoth%20information%20pages.p
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houston
http://www.texasbest.com/houston/geograph.html
http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/tmot1/Default.htm
http://www.shootingonlocation.com/filmlocations/united-states/texas/houston/houston-vegetationgreenness.php
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New Orleans 29º 57' N, 090º 04' W (Louisiana, US) 

Geography: New Orleans is located on the banks of the Mississippi River, approximately 105 
miles (169 km) upriver from the Gulf of Mexico.The city is located in the Mississippi River Delta 
on the east and west banks of the Mississippi River and south of Lake Pontchartrain. The area 
along the river is characterized by ridges and hollows. The average elevation of the city is currently 
0.5 meters below sea level, with some portions of the city as high as 6 meters at the base of the 
river levee in Uptown and others as low as 2 meters below sea level. 

Climate/Weather: The climate of New Orleans is humid subtropical with short, generally mild 
winters and hot, humid summers. The monthly daily average temperature ranges from 53.4 °F 
(11.9 °C) in January to 83.3 °F (28.5 °C) in July and August. On average, there are 77 days of 90 °F 
(32 °C)+ highs, 8.1 days per winter where the high does not exceed 50 °F (10 °C), and 8.0 nights 
with freezing lows annually. It is rare for the temperature to reach 100 °F (38 °C) or dip below 25 
°F (−4 °C). The average precipitation is 62.7 inches (1,590 mm) annually; the summer months are 
the wettest, while October is the driest month. Precipitation in winter usually accompanies the  
passing of a cold front. 

New Orleans Vegetation Greenness：Below is the vegetation greenness chart for New Orleans 
showing values for the percentage of a given area that is generally covered by dense green 
vegetation each month. Vegetation greenness around New Orleans is at its maximum in June. 
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Typical Animals: The Louisiana wetlands host a variety of common mammal species, such as 
the coyote, muskrat, Norway rat and red fox. Armadillos, which are often associated with more 
desert environments, also live in the wetlands. These species share the habitat with large mam-
mals like the black bear, bobcat and eastern cougar. Perhaps the most iconic of Louisiana wet-
lands' animals, the American alligator has bounced back from near extinction to being relatively 
commonplace, although it is still classified as threatened. Several snake species, including corn 
snakes, venomous western cottonmouth, and speckled king snakes, make their home in the 
Louisiana wetlands. America's largest freshwater turtle, the alligator snapping turtle, shares the 
habitat with its cousin, the common snapping turtle. The green anole lizard also lives in the wet-
lands, along with the lizard-like tiger salamander, which is an amphibian. Some of America's 
tallest birds, such as the Great Blue Heron and Great Egret, cannot resist the fishing opportunities 
that exist in the Louisiana wetlands. Endangered Brown Pelicans, which are rebounding since 
being almost wiped out by DDT, also take advantage of the plentiful fish. Raptors such as the 
Osprey, Black Vulture and Barred Owl live in the marshes of southern Louisiana. Migratory water-
fowl and songbirds often make stopovers or actually spend the winter in these wetlands. 

Resources: 
http://traveltips.usatoday.com/plants-animals-louisiana-wetlands-54935.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans
http://traveltips.usatoday.com/plants-animals-louisiana-wetlands-54935.html
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Chihuahua 28.6353° N, 106.0889° W (Mexico) 

Geography: The state of Chihuahua is made up of three geologic regions: mountains, plains-val-
leys, and desert which occur in large bands from west to east. Because of the different geologic 
regions and corresponding elevations there are five contrasting climates and ecosystems. The 
city of Chihuahua lies at an elevation of about 1,460 meters in a valley of the Sierra Madre Occi-
dental at the edge of the Chihuahuan Desert. 

Climate/Weather: The climate in the state depends mainly in the elevation of the terrain. There 
are five distinct microclimates located in this area:

   Subtropical Highland - elevations above 2,200 m

  Humid Subtropical - elevations between 1,300 to 2,200 m

  Semi-arid - between 1,200 to 1,500 m

  Cool Desert - elevations below 1,200 m

  Hot Desert - elevations below 1,200 m
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Subtropical Highland has warm summers reaching a maximum temperature of 28 °C (82.4 °F) 
and summer lows of 10 °C (50.0 °F). Heavy rainstorms are observed from July to September. 
Winters are cold reaching a maximum low of −20 °C (−4 °F) and a maximum high of −8 °C (18 
°F). During the winter months many snowstorms are observed with typically 1 m (39 in) of snow 
per season. 

Humid Subtropical has warm humid summers and an average summer temperature of 20 °C (68 
°F). The summer average precipitation is 700 millimeters (28 in), mostly in the months of: July, 
August, and September. From November to March there are many rainstorms and snowstorms 
caused by high elevation and prominent cold fronts. Winter temperatures can reach a low of −16 
°C (3 °F). 

Semi-arid areas have an annual average of 18 °C (64 °F) and maximum temperatures above 38 °C 
(100 °F) and lows reaching slightly below 0 °C (32 °F), with a wet season in the late summer and 
fall. Snowfall is rare but possible in the winter and frost is common from December to March. The 
annual average rainfall in this climate zone is about 475 millimeters (19 in). 

Cool Desert tends to have a mild summer, rarely reaching temperatures over 41 °C (106 °F). 
Winter weather varies from mild to cold depending on northern fronts, often dropping below 0 °C 
(32 °F). Precipitation averages between 10-16 inches per year; most of the moisture falls during 
the monsoon of late summer. 

Hot Desert tends to have a hot summer temperatures that often reach 43 °C (109 °F). Winter is 
warm, rarely dropping below 0 °C (32 °F). Precipitation averages between 6-10 inches per year; 
most of the moisture falls during the monsoon of late summer. 

 

Vegetation: Due to its various microclimates, Chihuahua has a wide array of plant life.  Pine trees 
are among its most plentiful tree species, but oak and fir trees also grow in the state’s mountain-         

ous forest regions.  Agave and various types of cacti grow throughout the desert region of 
Chihuahua as do many other plants that thrive in dry conditions.  In the high plateau region and 
on the plains, native plants include lechuguilla (an evergreen succulent), mesquite (a common 
desert shrub), guayule (a rubber producing plant), and ocotillo (a succulent plant with red flowers). 
The lower elevations have a variety of grasses and small bushes. 

Chihuahua Vegetation Greenness: Below is the vegetation greenness chart for Chihuahua 
showing values for the percentage of a given area that is generally covered by dense green 
vegetation each month. Vegetation greenness around Chihuahua is at its maximum in September.
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Typical Animals: The fauna in the state is just as diverse as the flora and varies greatly due to the 
large contrast in climates. In the mountain zone of the state the most observed mammals are: 
Mexican fox squirrel, antelope jackrabbit, raccoon hooded skunk, wild boar, collared peccary, 
white-tailed deer, mule deer, cougar, eastern cottontail rabbit, North American porcupine, bobcat, 
Mexican wolf, and coyote. Although there are many reptilian species in the mountains the most 
observed species include: Northern Mexican pine snake, Texas horned lizard, rock rattlesnake, 
black-tail rattlesnake.
 
The Chihuahuan Desert is also home to a diverse ecosystem which includes a wide variety of 
mammals. The most common mammals in the desert include: desert cottontail rabbit, 
black-tailed jackrabbit, hooded skunk, cactus mouse, swift fox, white-throated woodrat, pallid bat, 
and coyote. The most observed reptiles in the desert include: Mohave rattlesnake, twin-spotted 
rattlesnake, prairie rattlesnake, ridge-nosed rattlesnake, whip snake, New Mexico whiptail and 
red-spotted toad. 

The state is also a host to a large population of birds which include endemic species and migra-
tory species: Greater Roadrunner, Cactus Wren, Mexican Jay, Steller's Jay, Acorn Woodpecker; 
Canyon Towhee, Mourning Dove; Broad-billed Hummingbird, Montezuma Quail, Mountain 
Trogon, Turkey Vulture, and Golden Eagle. 

Resources: 
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/mexico/Aguascalientes-M-xico/Chihuahua.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chihuahua,_Chihuahua 

 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/110963/Chihuahua 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/110963/Chihuahua
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chihuahua,_Chihuahua
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/mexico/Aguascalientes-M-xico/Chihuahua.html
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Wuhan  30.5833° N, 114.2833° E (China) 

Geography: Wuhan is situated in east-central Hubei, at latitude 29° 58'–31° 22' N and longitude 
113° 41'–115° 05' E, east of the Jianghan Plain, and is situated at the confluence of the Hanshui 
and Yangtze Rivers along the middle reaches of the latter. The average altitude of Wuhan city is 
15.29 meters. 

Climate/Weather: Wuhan's climate is humid subtropical with abundant rainfall and four 
distinctive seasons. Wuhan is known for its oppressively humid summers, when dewpoints 
can often reach 26 °C (79 °F) or more. Spring and autumn are generally mild, while winter is 
cool with occasional snow. The monthly 24-hour average temperature ranges from 3.7 °C ( 
38.7 °F) in January to 28.7 °C (83.7 °F) in July. Annual precipitation totals 1,269 millimeters 
(50.0 in), mainly from May to July; the annual mean temperature is 16.63 °C (61.9 °F), the 
frost-free period lasts 211 to 272 days and annual sunlight duration is 1810 to 2100 hours. 
Extreme temperatures have ranged from −18.1 °C (−1 °F) to 42.0 °C (108 °F). 

Wuhan Vegetation and Greenness: The natural vegetation of Wuhan in Hubei province is dense 
forest, but this was cleared from the lowlands and hills many centuries ago, leaving only the 
western highlands densely wooded. The forests and woodlands consist mainly of pines, cedars, 
camphor, yellow sandalwood, maples, and poplars. As a result of deforestation, soil erosion has 
been serious. Despite sporadic efforts to plant the hillsides with trees during the early decades of 
the 20th century, the poverty of the people and the demand for fuel led to the continued stripping 
of trees. Since 1949 there has been a determined effort at afforestation and its maintenance. 
Other common plant species include metasequoia, Chinese cypress, Cathay silver fir, China fir, 
golden larch, Taiwan fir, Fujian cypress, dove-tree, and eucommi. China is home to more than 
2,000 species of edible plants and over 3,000 species of medicinal plants, many of which are 
found in Wuhan. Ginseng, safflower, and Chinese wolfberry are particularly well-known Chinese 
herbal medicines. 
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Below is the vegetation greenness chart for Wuhan showing values for the percentage of a given 
area that is generally covered by dense green vegetation each month. Vegetation Greenness 
around Wuhan is at its Maximum in September. 
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Typical Animals: There are few large wild animal species. Some small barking deer are found in 
the scant cover on the hills rising from the plain. Deer and wild pigs are plentiful in the wooded 
mountains in the west. There is abundant birdlife, including wild ducks and pheasants, and the 
rivers abound with fish, including such threatened species as the Chinese sturgeon and the 
Chinese paddlefish.

 

Resources: 
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/277219/Hubei/71183/Plant-and-animal-life 
http://population.mongabay.com/population/china/1791247/wuhan

 

 
  

http://population.mongabay.com/population/china/1791247/wuhan
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/277219/Hubei/71183/Plant-and-animal-life
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New Delhi 28.6100° N, 77.2300° E (India) 

Geography: With a total area of 42.7 km2 (16.5 sq. mi.), New Delhi forms a small part of the 
Delhi metropolitan area. Because the city is located on the Indo-Gangetic Plain, there is little 
difference in elevation across the city. New Delhi and surrounding areas were once a part of the 
Aravalli Range; all that is left of those mountains is the Delhi Ridge, which is also called the Lungs 
of Delhi. While New Delhi lies on the floodplains of the Yamuna River, it is essentially a landlocked 
city. East of the river is the urban area of Shahdara. New Delhi lies on several fault lines and thus 
experiences frequent earthquakes, most of them of mild intensity. The average altitude of New 
Delhi is 214.00 meters. 

Climate/Weather: The climate of New Delhi is a monsoon-influenced humid subtropical climate 
with high variation between summer and winter, in terms of both temperatures and rainfall. The 
temperature varies from 46 °C (115 °F) in summers to around 0 °C (32 °F) in winters. The area's 
version of a humid subtropical climate is noticeably different from many other cities with this 
climate classification in that it features long and very hot summers, relatively dry and cool winter, 
a monsoonal period, and dust storms. The annual mean temperature is around 25 °C (77 °F); 
monthly daily mean temperatures range from approximately 14 to 34 °C (57 to 93 °F). Those for 
Delhi metropolis stand at 48.5 °C (119.3 °F) and −2.2 °C (28.0 °F) respectively. The average annual 
rainfall is 714 millimeters (28.1 in), most of which is during the monsoons in July and August. 

New Delhi Vegetation Greenness: Below is the vegetation greenness chart for New Delhi 
showing values for the percentage of a given area that is generally covered by dense green 
vegetation each month. Vegetation greenness around New Delhi is at its maximum in February. 
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Typical Animals: The typical animals in the New Deli area includes Indian elephant or Asian 
elephant, Asiatic lion, lion tailed macaque, great Indian rhinoceros, leopard, neelgai, royal bengal 
tiger, pangolin or scaly anteater, chinkara, nilgiri, tahr,, Indian flying fox, leopards, jungle cats, 
leopard cats, Himalayan black bears, martens, spotted deer, and langurs. 

Resources: 
http://www.teachindiaproject.org/12_Animals_From_India.htm 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Delhi

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Delhi
http://www.teachindiaproject.org/12_Animals_From_India.htm
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Cairo 30.0500° N, 31.2333° E (Egypt) 

Geography: Cairo is located in northern Egypt, 165 kilometers (100 mi) south of the 
Mediterranean Sea and 120 kilometers (75 mi) west of the Gulf of Suez and Suez Canal. 
The city is along the Nile River, immediately south of the point where the river leaves its 
desert-bound valley and branches into the low-lying Nile Delta region. Although the Cairo 
metropolis extends away from the Nile in all directions, the city of Cairo resides only on 
the east bank of the river and two islands within it on a total area of 453 square kilometers. 
The average elevation of Cairo above sea level is 21 meters. 

Climate region: In Cairo, the climate is a hot desert climate, but often with high humidity 
due to the river valley's effects. High temperatures in winter range from 19 °C (66 °F) to 
29 °C (84 °F), while night-time lows drop to below 11 °C (52 °F), often to 5 °C (41 °F). In 
summer, the highs rarely surpass 40 °C (104 °F), and lows drop to about 20 °C (68 °F). 
Rainfall is sparse and only happens in the colder months, but sudden showers can cause 
harsh flooding. 

Cairo Vegetation Greenness: Below is the vegetation greenness chart for Cairo showing 
values for the percentage of a given area that is generally covered by dense green vegetation 
each month. Vegetation greenness around Cairo is at its maximum in February, March, April. 
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Typical Animals: Egypt is a country rich in diversity with arid deserts of sculpted sand dunes to 
the lush Nile River Valley where Nile crocodiles are starting to make a comeback after not being 
seen for many years. Birds have played an important role in the culture of ancient Egypt especial-
ly the Ibis which hasn't been seen for over a hundred years but a very close relative can still be 
seen, the Amboselli Ibis as well as the Scarlet Ibis. There are about 150 birds, mostly water and 
song birds that live and breed in the two main zoogeographical regions, Palaearctic and Ethiopian. 
There are hundreds of migratory birds that pass through as well as Little Stints, a lot of Flamin-
gos, Avocets and Sanderlings on the shore. Egypt has wild animal life that is unique. The camel 
has been the choice of transportation for thousands of years. Another animal that can live in the 
scorching desert is the sand cat. It doesn't have to drink water and has protection from the hot 
sand with fur on the bottom of its paws. Desert foxes live all over Egypt but mostly in the desert 
areas. The desert also has snakes and scorpions. The saw-scaled viper makes a sound like its 
distant cousin the rattlesnake when its scales slide over the sand and is just as dangerous. The 
sand boa helps keep down the rodent population. The hyrax is unique to Egypt and lives at the 
base of the mountains. It looks like a rodent but is actually related to the elephant. Another animal 
special to Egyptians since ancient times is the cat. There are six main types of wild cats including 
the caracal, sand cat, and swamp cat. Cheetah and panther are in the Western Desert and are 
very rare. Found almost all over Egypt are wild canines including the jackal, and the fox of which 
there are several varieties. 

Resources: 
http://www.listofcountriesoftheworld.com/eg-animals.html 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairo

 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairo
http://www.listofcountriesoftheworld.com/eg-animals.html

