Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: What’s Good for Crops Not Always Good for the Environment
Vocabulary Questions:
1. Define the word leaches as it is used in context in the first paragraph.

2. As Dong Kook Woo explains, “Ammonium has a positive charge, which adheres to the soil particles and prevents it from leaching to the deeper layers.” Define adheres as Woo uses the word in this context.


Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. According to paragraph 5, what are two ways that plants can take up nitrogen?

2. Kumar and Woo’s model revealed two things about the average age of nitrogen. What are the findings, and what is their significance?

3. According to paragraph 13, what is the scientists’ “hope” for their research?

Writing Prompt: 

Scientists at the University of Illinois have developed a model that will allow for precise measurement of the fertilizer needed for specific fields of crops. Using evidence from the article you read, explain how human lifestyles are affecting the environment and predict how the model from the University of Illinois will impact the environment. Include eutrophication—nutrient pollution—in your response.
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