Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Which Emits More Carbon Dioxide: Volcanoes or Human Activities?
Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. According to the fossil fuels vs. volcanic emissions graph in the article, when did human activities overtake volcanic activity in releasing atmospheric carbon dioxide? 

2. In reference to the above question, what was this period in history called, and what was so significant about it?

3. The author states that “Much of the carbon dioxide released by volcanoes is emitted by degassing of subterranean magma when the volcano is not erupting.” Explain the bold phrase in your own words. 

4. There have been several times when volcanoes have exceeded the amount of carbon dioxide emissions given off as by human activities. Why isn’t this enough to conclude that volcanos have as large an impact as human activities? 

5. The article cites several studies trying to calculate the most accurate amounts of carbon dioxide-producing agents. Why is this so difficult?

6. Why would the author showcase several studies with several scientists if they were just trying to make the case that human activities release more carbon dioxide than volcanoes? Why not just showcase one study?


Writing Prompt: Some people may claim that carbon emissions are caused more by natural processes, including volcanic activity, than human activity. Make the case that human activity releases far more carbon dioxide than volcanoes do. Use evidence from the text to support your claim. 
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