Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Bacterial DNA May Integrate into Human Genome More Readily in Tumor Tissue
Vocabulary Questions:
1. Using context clues from paragraph 8, explain in your own words the meaning of underscores.

2. Paragraph 13 discusses “a better understanding of the mechanisms of cancer. Using context clues, define mechanisms in your own words.

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. In paragraph 3, lateral gene transfer is called a phenomenon. Using the text evidence in that paragraph, explain the point the author is trying to emphasize by using the word phenomenon.

2. Matt Kane states that advances in genomic and computational sciences are revealing the ways microbes and humans interact. According to the article, how could these advances be used to benefit humans? Cite specific text evidence in your answer.

3. The scientists found that in all the samples they took, 63.5% were from tumors.  When they looked at the tumor samples as a group, 99.9% showed bacterial integration. Why is this significant? 

Writing Prompt: 
Bacteria are able to share their DNA with other bacteria through a process called gene transfer. This allows them to share both beneficial and detrimental genes. Scientists have found that bacterial DNA may integrate into the human genome more readily in tumor cells. Using evidence from the article, identify and explain the research that links lateral gene transfer to cancer.
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