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Recommended Complexity Band: 9-10 

Qualitative Measures 

Meaning/Purpose: (Briefly explain the levels of meaning (Literary Text) or purpose 
(Informational Text.) The purpose of the text is explicitly stated in the title and 
subtitle. The author explains to readers the effects of climate change and how it is 
affecting the population of cod in the Gulf of Maine. He further describes how 
fishery management must incorporate the effects of climate change into new 
policies and quotas. 

Text Structure: (Briefly describe the structure, organization, and other features of 
the text.) The article is written in a clear and concise style. The information is 
presented in a logical order; the problem is presented (cod stock decline) and then 
possible solutions are described. The pictures of cod enhance the article but are not 
vital for understanding. 

Language Features: (Briefly describe the conventions and clarity of the language 
used in the text, including the complexity of the vocabulary and sentence structures.) 
The language used is mostly straightforward. There are some domain-specific words 
that should be defined or discussed, including cod stock, quota, fishery, and 
spawning. There are also several words with multiple meanings that students may 
struggle to properly define, including stock, pace, in the face of, rebound, and sound 

Knowledge Demands: (Briefly describe the knowledge demands the text requires of 
students.) Students should have a general understanding of the type of habitat the 
cod live in. They should recognize different effects being caused by climate change, 
and they should be aware of the fact there are policies and regulations that are used 
to manage environmental systems. 

Text Description

Briefly describe the text: This informational text resource is intended to support 
reading in the content area. The article discusses the decline in the population of 
cod found in the Gulf of Maine. The author writes that fishery managers have set 
strict quotas on cod, with little positive change. Research indicates climate change 
has been a major factor in the steady decline of cod, and the text explains why. 

Quantitative Measures

Complexity Band Level (provide range): 11-12 

The text falls in the above grade band according to a quantitative reading measure.

Considerations for Reader and Task

Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task. 
Potential Challenges this Text Poses:  
The higher Lexile score is offset by the length of the article and the fact that there 
are only a few domain-specific vocabulary words. The teacher will need to help 
students with vocabulary if he or she sees a problem. 

Recommended Placement
Briefly explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade band: The recommended placement is for grades 9-10. The quantitative reading measure 
referenced above is just out of the range of the 9-10 band, and the article is fairly short in length and otherwise fairly easy to comprehend.  


