Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Invasive Lionfish Diet Could Impact Native Coral Reef Fishes  
Vocabulary Questions: 
1. In paragraph 4, the lionfish is described as a “flexible predator.” Using cues from the text, explain what the author means by this phrase.

2. Paragraph 2 uses the term invasive.  Using context clues, explain the meaning of this term in your own words.

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. What is the native range of lionfish? What is their new habitat range? 

2. Using evidence from the article, explain the concern that the lionfish population explosion might affect Americans economically. 

3. How are lionfish negatively impacting coral reefs?  Use text evidence to explain.
	
4. In paragraph 1, the author states that the lionfish’s introduction to the Atlantic Ocean “was likely due to the release from private aquaria.” Why do you think the article uses the word likely? Could lionfish have simply swum over to the Atlantic Ocean?  Why or why not?

Writing Prompt: 
Imagine that your friend has a pet lionfish that has become too big for its aquarium. Your friend tells you that she is thinking of letting the fish go into the ocean to be free.  Write to convince your friend that this idea is not a good one. Explain the environmental and economic consequences of releasing the lionfish using evidence from the text, and then suggest one or more alternative solutions. 
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