Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Drag-and-Drop DNA
Vocabulary Questions:
1. The authors use the term algorithm to describe how the computer looks for DNA sequences.  What is an algorithm?
2. The term nanotechnology is used throughout the article.  How did scientists use nanotechnology to create new medicines? 
3. What do the authors mean by “the efficacy of a new prostate drug?”  Explain efficacy as it is used in this context.

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. Considering the text as a whole, describe the central (main) idea of the article.
2. Using evidence from the text, describe the process of developing cancer-fighting molecules, and explain why the method scientists used in this research is innovative.
3. Using evidence from the text, explain how the techniques developed in this article differ from other treatments.  How that might benefit society?


Writing Prompt: 
Using evidence from the article, describe the new process that greatly speeds up the development of cancer fighting drugs.  Why it is important that scientific research and development is supported through substantial funding and cooperation among public agencies and private businesses?
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