Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Organic Fruit and Vegetables Help this Farmer-Mom Save Money and Forests in Bangladesh
Vocabulary Questions:
1.	Discuss the causes of the “degradation of 90% of the nation’s forests” as it is stated in paragraph 2.

2. The article discusses “new cultivation techniques” and “learning to cultivate” fruits and vegetables. How do these new techniques lead to sustainable practices?

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1.	Using evidence from the text, explain how village populations near the Lawachara National Park have affected ecosystems like the forest.

2.	Explain how the USAID is balancing the relationship between the welfare of the people of Bangladesh and conservation efforts.

3.	How have the goals of the USAID for the people of Bangladesh expanded in order to reduce poverty while also promoting sustainable practices?

Writing Prompt: 
There is a local group of people living near a section of the Lawachara National Park, which is home to several endangered species. They are resistant to changing their traditional ways of providing for their families because they think it will cost too much and take too long to see results. Using information from the text, write to convince them of the benefits and importance of utilizing homestead farming over the traditional ways they have gone about earning an income. 
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Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text
Sample Key

Article Title: Organic Fruit and Vegetables Help this Farmer-Mom Save Money and Forests in Bangladesh
1. Discuss the causes of the “degradation of 90% of the nation’s forests” as it is stated in paragraph 2. 
The term degradation refers to the deterioration of the forests through loss of natural resources. Much of this degradation is a result of poor communities who rely on the wood from the forests, as well as the animals and plants from the forests, for basic needs and also as a source of income. 
Common errors/misconceptions/discussion points: One discussion point might concern the loss of habitat for the western hoolock gibbon. The main threats to its survival include habitat loss, habitat fragmentation, hunting, and capture for trade. It has been placed on the critically endangered list and there are only 62 individuals alive in this population located in the Lawachara National Park.
2. The article discusses “new cultivation techniques” and “learning to cultivate” fruits and vegetables. How do these new techniques lead to sustainable practices? 
In the article, cultivation refers to caring for and raising plants and crops. The villagers are being taught to use homestead farming, which is using land they already own but using new techniques such as the use of higher quality seeds, use of organic pesticide, and the use of composting. Villagers are also being encouraged to raise new fruits and vegetables. The people participating in these programs are no longer relying on the forest for an income because they are able to eat the food they are raising and also sell it for an income.
Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. Using evidence from the text, explain how village populations near the Lawachara National Park have affected ecosystems like the forest.

The villages near the Lawachara National Park are extremely poverty stricken and are limited on ways to support and provide for their families. As a result, many of them have turned to using the natural resources found in the forest resulting in loss of flora and fauna within the area. Villagers were collecting tree trunks, branches, twigs, etc. to use as firewood as a fuel source, as well as to sell for money. Villagers also hunted animals living in the forest. This unregulated loss of natural resources has had an impact on the forest ecosystems with loss of habitat and biodiversity.
Common errors/misconceptions/discussion points: The majority of the villagers are registered to collect resources within the forest so they are not collecting material illegally. The goal of the USAID is to have open communication and training so the villagers are less reliant on the forest and are educated about the damage being done.
2. Explain how the USAID is balancing the relationship between the welfare of the people of Bangladesh and conservation efforts.
Bangladesh is considered to be one of the most densely populated countries in the world. Tens of millions of its people live below the poverty line and depend on the forests for their income. The villagers recognize the forests are shrinking and damage is being done, but the forest also keeps them alive. The USAID is trying to give the people in this area options that will raise them out of poverty and also decrease their reliance on the resources of the forest. Many of the villagers think they have no choice but to use resources from the forest, however, with the training and new techniques being taught to them by the USAID, they realize there are other choices.
3. How have the goals of the USAID for the people of Bangladesh expanded in order to reduce poverty while also promoting sustainable practices?
The goals of the USAID have expanded in several different directions. They hope to support areas of extreme poverty but to also educate and promote climate resilience within these communities. The hope is to teach skills that will allow families to escape poverty by developing skills that can improve fishing and agricultural practices, as well as building new trades such as fish culturing, and duck rearing. They hope these techniques will increase the incomes of the families and also empower women producers. The long term results would allow families to live more comfortably, to protect the environment, and to allow money to be saved for their children’s educations. By using more environmentally friendly and sustainable practices, USAID hopes that the overall carbon emissions and greenhouse gases produced by the country of Bangladesh can be reduced in the fight against climate change.
Writing Prompt: 
There is a local group of people living near a section of the Lawachara National Park, which is home to several endangered species. They are resistant to changing their traditional ways of providing for their families because they think it will cost too much and take too long to see results. Using information from the text, write to convince them of the benefits and importance of utilizing homestead farming over the traditional ways they have gone about earning an income.
	Embedded within Bangladesh’s national anthem is the message of its people living in harmony with their environment. However, before the involvement of organizations like the USAID, the people of Bangladesh depended on the forests for wood to cook with, to sell and trade with, and for building materials. They also relied on the forests for game to eat. But this reliance has created great disharmony. Through the unregulated extraction of natural resources, they have taken more than can be replenished, and if they continue to do this, there will no longer be forests to support local communities. As the forests shrink, vegetation is being lost, which provides homes for many animals, and trees are being lost, which helps reduce greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. For the people of Bangladesh, thanks to the assistance of programs through the USAID, it is possible to embrace new methods of farming to support their families and be mindful of conserving the environment while doing it.
What can be done to help the people and the environment? The solution is homestead farming. The USAID is more than willing to help families get involved in this sustainable practice. The families learn to raise food that is more nutritious, as well as environmentally friendly. They are using compost methods instead of traditional fertilizers, and organic pesticides instead of toxic chemical preservatives. They are being taught how to raise fish in their own ponds and also raise chickens, ducks, and other livestock. Not only will the USAID provide training and education to make the villagers successful, they will provide the opportunity for people to become self-sufficient and less dependent on the forest. The USAID is giving people the tools to raise themselves out of poverty. 
By using homestead farming, the families are able to keep the organic fruits and vegetables they harvest as a food source for their own family, and they can also sell some of their produce as well. Not only are the families eating healthier, but they are saving approximately twenty dollars a month on food. For poor villagers, this amount is significant. By raising organic produce, families are also able to sell this produce at a higher cost because it is safer. 
One of USAID’s success stories is that of Shafia Begum. She is a mother of four and before she got involved with USAID programs, she used the resources from the forest as a way to make money. Although, in her words, “It was a difficult job and provided very little income.” Through the assistance of USAID, she was taught about homestead farming and embraced it. She has learned to cultivate fruits and vegetables like bitter gourd, eggplant, cucumber, pumpkin, bottle gourd, chili, okra, and red amaranth. She now has organic vegetables in high demand because of the cultivation practices she uses. She gets up to 20-30% higher prices for her organic vegetables than other sellers. Begum also has buyers from markets come to her house to pre-book her vegetables. She states, “I never thought it would be possible to make more money growing vegetables.”
Finally, instead of being dependent on the environment and endangering it, the people can truly live in harmony with it by preserving it so its beauty can be enjoyed. The native animals and plants will be undisturbed and can thrive. Trees can help remove harmful gasses that cause climate change, and by leaving them untouched, the people can play a vital part in slowing the effects of climate change and preserving the habitats of many organisms. Thanks to programs through the USAID, it is possible for the people of Bangladesh to raise themselves out of poverty while helping conserve natural resources at the same time. 
Common errors/misconceptions/discussion points: Homestead gardening is not always organic. In essence, homestead gardening is a practice allowing people to grow or raise their own food and be self-sufficient. They can eat what they raise. Organic gardening refers to using seeds that are not genetically modified or using synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. Many times these practices go hand in hand, but that is not always the case.
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