Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Good News and Bad News for Coral Reefs
Vocabulary Questions:
1. The author uses the word pristine in the second paragraph of the text. What does pristine mean with regard to the coral reefs of the Pacific Remote Islands?

2. The term Monument is used in a different context than the usual meaning of a statue or sculpture. What is a Monument as used in the text?

3. In the fifth paragraph of the text, what does the author mean by the phrase “ran rampant”? What was the result of these activities in the early 1970s?

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. Thinking about the article as a whole, determine two central ideas (main ideas) the author is trying to convey in the text.

2. Using evidence from the text, explain how expanding the Marine National Monument may benefit the overfished areas within this region.

3. Although MPAs could protect against some threats, what does the text cite as vulnerabilities the MPAs do not protect against?

4. One of the paragraphs in the text does not seem to support the main ideas. What is the topic of that paragraph?

Writing Prompt: 
Analyze the potential effectiveness of the Marine National Monument expansion. Using evidence from the text to support your response, outline both the benefits and potential limitations of the program and identify any questions about the program that remain unanswered.
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Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text
Key

Article Title: Good News and Bad News for Coral Reefs
Vocabulary Questions:
1. The author uses the word pristine in the second paragraph of the text. What does pristine mean with regard to the coral reefs of the Pacific Remote Islands?
· Pristine means untouched or unharmed in any way by humans. It implies that the coral reefs are in a completely natural state.

2. The term Monument is used in a different context than the usual meaning of a statue or sculpture. What is a Monument as used in the text?
· In the context of the article, the Monument is a protected area. It is an area given special status to protect it from further damage by human activities.

3. In the fifth paragraph of the text, what does the author mean by the phrase “ran rampant”? What was the result of these activities in the early 1970s?
· The phrase “ran rampant” means to perform activities without regard to any of the consequences of the actions. The result of these activities was to greatly damage the coral reefs with boating activities, including energy exploration activities and overfishing.

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. Thinking about the article as a whole, determine two central ideas (main ideas) the author is trying to convey in the text. 

There is variability in what students might state, but two possibilities include: 
· The main idea is that Marine Protected Areas have been expanded, specifically the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument.
· The MPA expansion could preserve and restore these areas that have been damaged by human activities, increasing the species diversity both on the reefs and on land.

2.  Using evidence from the text, explain how expanding the Marine National Monument may benefit the overfished areas within this region.

The Marine National Monument expansion may benefit overfished habitats in the region because of a “spillover effect.” The article gave the example of how MPAs in the Philippines eventually resulted in increased species richness in neighboring non-protected areas because the ecological health of the protected areas spilled over into regions still allowing fishing.

3. Although MPAs could protect against some threats, what does the text cite as vulnerabilities the MPAs do not protect against?

Although protection from direct human influence can certainly benefit these areas, there are global threats to coral reefs as well that cannot easily be offset by local protection alone. Climate change was cited as an example of a global threat, as was pollution.

Potential misconceptions/wrong answers: Even though the areas are granted this protected status, there may be violators that go unnoticed because of the vast area the MPA encompasses. Enforcement of the protections may be difficult, although the MPAs in the Philippines have witnessed some success because the government has formed partnerships with local communities for policing the protected areas.

4. One of the paragraphs in the text does not seem to support the main ideas. What is the topic of that paragraph?

The last paragraph of the article does not refer to the MPAs or the Marine National Monument. The topic is about parasites being studied in the Caribbean coral reef systems. There are two possible reasons for including this information in the article. The first is that it identifies the parasites as a danger to coral reefs, linking it to the theme of threats to the Pacific reefs. It also fits in because it is some of the additional work being done by the principal researcher highlighted in the article. 

Writing Prompt: 
Analyze the potential effectiveness of the Marine National Monument expansion. Using evidence from the text to support your response, outline both the benefits and potential limitations of the program and identify any questions about the program that remain unanswered.
	By presidential action in 2014, Barak Obama increased the size of the Pacific Remote Islands National Monument, creating the largest Marine Protected Area in the world. This was done in hopes of protecting some of the most pristine extant coral reef systems. The crystal clear blue coral reefs, largely untouched by humans, host a great diversity of marine species and support bird populations of nearby islands that depend on the productivity of the coral reefs. The Marine National Monument expansion may help sustain these important ecosystems in many ways, particularly in terms of curbing local threats like overfishing, energy exploration, and boat damage. However, global threats may not be reduced, ultimately yielding somewhat mixed overall results.
	Although not a panacea, there have been some promising results from the efforts of the Philippine government to address local threats to coral reefs in their coastal waters. Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in the Philippines are a good example of how such programs can be a success. The Philippines established approximately 985 MPAs in the late 1970s, encompassing nearly 5% of their coastal municipal waters. Studies done in two of the MPAs conducted over a decade show an increase in predatory species in the protected reefs. Not only has there been an increase of predatory species in the MPA areas, the adjoining areas have witnessed an increase in species richness as well. Because these results are coming from multiple areas and over a long time period, one can be more confident that the protections are truly having a positive effect.
	Challenges still remain with the Philippine MPAs, however. Even though there are nearly 1000 MPAs in the Philippines, the total area included still falls very much short of total area that needs protection. Conservation enforcement also remains an issue. To help increase the effectiveness of the protection of the MPAs, the national government created cooperatives with the local communities. This cooperative management approach gives more ownership to the people who most benefit from healthy coral reef ecosystems, thus creating greater enforcement of the laws.
	While efforts like the Marine National Monument expansion can help reduce the degradation of coral reef communities from localized threats like net damage, boat damage, and drilling from energy exploration, there are more widespread, global threats that cannot be reduced or eliminated through these efforts alone. One of the main global threats comes from climate change. Coral reefs are limited to the tropical areas of the world where climatic conditions tend to be very stable. Any change to the climate could have negative effects on these delicate systems. Even though fishing in these protected areas is restricted, fishing gear gets lost and can drift onto the reefs causing damage to them.
	The title indicated that there was bad news to be presented in the article. In the subtitle, the bad news was identified as a reduction in coral coverage. However, there was no supporting evidence of a reduction in coral coverage. In fact, there was no mention of coral coverage at all in the article. One would expect there would have been statements that indicated the square area of coral reefs in the area within the Marine National Monument, and how that area has decreased over the years, but this information was not presented. The only bad news indicated in the article was the reference to the global threats that would not be reduced or eliminated by creating or expanding MPAs. The current status of coral coverage is a major unanswered question.
	The news that the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument in the Pacific Ocean was increased in size is greatly welcomed by conservationists. There is evidence from Philippine waters that MPAs have positive effects on coral reefs. It is logical that these same benefits would be extended to U.S. MPAs as well. There still looms the global threats of climate change and ocean acidification that can degrade coral reefs. These limits, however, do not outweigh the advantages of protecting these areas, at least in the short-term. So despite some bad news, the good news prevails.
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