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 Text Complexity Analysis of 
Good News Bad News for Coral Reefs (title) 
Lily Whiteman (author) 
Recommended Complexity Band: 11-12 

Qualitative Measures 

Meaning/Purpose: (Briefly explain the levels of meaning (Literary Text) or purpose 
(Informational Text.) The author’s purpose is to explain the recent political action of 
creating an extension to the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument and 
the benefits of having these protected areas. The author provides supporting 
evidence through examples of MPAs in the Philippines. The article also explains the 
limitations of such action. 

Text Structure: (Briefly describe the structure, organization, and other features of 
the text.) The article uses problem/solution and cause/effect text structure. It 
identifies the problem of damage to coral reefs and the use of MPAs to reduce these 
threats. The text features are simple in this short article: there is a title, subtitle, and 
an introductory picture with a caption. The picture of the crystal clear blue waters 
teeming with fishes shows how pristine and diverse the coral reef systems can be. 

Language Features: (Briefly describe the conventions and clarity of the language 
used in the text, including the complexity of the vocabulary and sentence structures.) 
Sentence structure in the article is primarily simple and compound. There are a few 
domain-specific words (e.g., species richness, diversity, ecological, climate change) 
that are not clearly defined in the text. There are also non-literal expressions like 
“run rampant” and “spillover effect.” 

Knowledge Demands: (Briefly describe the knowledge demands the text requires of 
students.) Students should know what a coral reef looks like and that it is a very 
productive ecosystem with exceptional biodiversity, as well as a very fragile 
ecosystem. Knowledge of some fishing practices that use nets and longlines, as well 
as knowledge of global threats to biodiversity such as climate change would also 
benefit the reader. 

Text Description

Briefly describe the text: This article is designed to support reading in the content 
area. Through discussion of the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument 
in the central Pacific, this text offers perspective on how political factors can greatly 
influence ecology. The article explains some of the benefits of Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) like the Marine National Monument, which often include pristine coral 
reefs and exceptional biodiversity, using the example of MPAs in the Philippines. It 
also briefly describes global threats to MPAs. 

Quantitative Measures

Complexity Band Level (provide range): Above 11-12 

The text falls in the above grade band according to a quantitative reading measure.

Considerations for Reader and Task

Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task. 
Potential Challenges this Text Poses:  
Although short, this is a complex text with a large amount of subject-specific 
vocabulary and concepts that are not fully explained. Students will need some 
background knowledge on concepts like species richness and Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs), as only a basic definition of MPAs is provided in the text. Students will 
also have a richer experience if they have some background knowledge of how 
productive and diverse coral reef ecosystems are, including how much they support 
adjoining terrestrial systems. The teacher will likely want to spend time building up 
this base of knowledge before students dive into the article. 

Recommended Placement
Briefly explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade band: This text is most appropriate for the 11-12 grade band because of the prior knowledge 
needed to understand the science concepts discussed, in addition to the very high quantitative reading measure. 




