Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Ancient Fossils Show Effect of Humans on Caribbean Wildlife
Vocabulary Questions:
1.	Inferring from the text, what is the meaning of the phrase “different mechanisms” in paragraph 9?

2.	In paragraph 12, the author states, “… climate change, habitat change, and rising seas… may have caused their populations to become too small to remain genetically viable...” Explain the meaning of the phrase “genetically viable” in this context.

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. Based on the information presented in the article, describe 3 impacts that humans have on their environment, focusing on the biosphere.

2. This article presents data describing the changes to the ecosystem due to both human and natural causes. Using quantitative data in the article, compare the loss of biodiversity due to natural changes to the loss of biodiversity due to human-driven changes. 

3. The loss of biodiversity that results from human activity later causes other issues to develop within the environmental system. Most of the article describes the direct impact of human activity on the environment, but it briefly mentions the domino effect that causes the later issues. Using paragraph 13, describe one consequence that has arisen from the loss of biodiversity due to human activities.

4. This article mentions many ways humans, as a society, have impacted the biosphere. How do the scientists (as individuals) hope to impact the environment?
Writing Prompt: Write a multi-paragraph response that describes the impacts humans have on the biodiversity of an ecosystem. Cite evidence from the article describing the negative and positive impacts that humans, as individuals and as a society, have on their environment.
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