SAMPLE ANSWER KEY

Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: “Feeding birds in your local park? If they're white ibises in Florida, think twice.”
Vocabulary Questions:
1. What is the meaning of the phrase, “model for managing” as used in paragraph 11?
In this paragraph, the author describes how the results of this experiment can possibly be used to understand how animals and humans in other urban areas can impact one another. The scientists believe that the results found here can be used to study and predict the outcomes and effects of having wildlife in close proximity to humans. This study will allow scientists to model the behavior of other wildlife and this model will then be used to find the best way to manage the urban wildlife.

Common Error: Students may believe at first that models always work and that they are an exact science. The teacher should discuss the possibility of how using a model could possibly make things worse.

2.	In paragraph 19, the author states, “Increasing numbers of ibises in urban parks facilitate contact with animals the ibises wouldn’t normally encounter.” Explain the meaning of the term “facilitate” based on this context.

In this case, the term facilitate is meant to portray “ease”. The author is stating that more birds in a given area will result in easier to achieve contact between the birds and other urban animals. As more and more animals are packed into a small space, such as an urban park, the animals are naturally forced to have more contact with each other. As a result, it can be inferred that the phrase ‘facilitate contact’ means make contact easier to achieve or occur.

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. In paragraph 2, the author states, “But now ibises may more often signal danger.” Explain what the author means by this phrase.

This sentence is used to engage the reader with the material. In the first paragraph, the author introduces the white ibis and explains how it used to be known as a symbol of hope. The phrase above forces the reader to see the white ibis in a new, more dangerous light, increasing engagement and curiosity in the topic. The phrase portrays the fact that white ibises, though they look harmless, can actually be dangerous and a threat to human health.
2. The study examined in the article analyzes the differences between birds located in urban areas and birds located in natural areas. Why are these researchers more concerned with the urban birds than those in their wild habitat? Cite specific evidence from the text. 

The researchers are more concerned with urban birds for many reasons. In paragraph 23, the author states that urban ibises are much more likely to have salmonella which can be dangerous for humans. The author also states that “increasing numbers of white ibises in urban parks facilitate contact with animals the ibises wouldn’t normally encounter”. This increase in proximity increases the chance for transmission of diseases and increases the risk to human health. When these animals are moved into a smaller area with greater contact, it is far more likely that they will pass their diseases onto humans. This risk to human health causes much reason for concern in the scientific world.

3. The author continuously references the many ways in which white ibises influence other organisms in their environment, but humans also play a role in the connections within this ecosystem. Based on the text, how are humans altering the lives of white ibises?

Humans are altering the lives of white ibises in many ways. First, as humans build more urban areas it causes a shift in the wild ibises’ behavior. In paragraphs 17 and 18, the author states that wild white ibises normally move around frequently to find their food, but with more urban areas developing, the birds are finding that humans are a much easier source of food. White ibises in urban areas tend to remain in one place since humans are providing them with food. Humans are also causing diseases to spread more rapidly between the birds, and with other species. As these birds are remaining in once place, and an urban place at that, they are in close contact with each other and with other animals. This increases the ability of diseases to spread between the animals and increases the health problems of the white ibises.

4. In paragraph 10, the author states, “Our interactions with wildlife can enliven our cities.” What does the author mean by this statement, and why did the author chose to include this phrase?

The author wants the reader to know that wildlife, and white ibises, also have a positive impact on our lives. Birds and other animals in urban areas allow people to have a greater interaction with, and appreciation for, nature. Wildlife draws more visitors and creates a feeling of wilderness in an urban area that is normally very sterile.
Writing Prompt: Imagine that you are the manager of a local park in Palm Beach, Florida. A community member has begun complaining about the number of birds at the park. Write a multi-paragraph response to the community member that either supports the protection of or removal of wild birds in the park. Be sure to include both positive and negative consequences of having the birds at the park in your response. 
Dear Concerned Citizen, 

I understand that you have recently begun to notice an increase in the number of white ibises within our local park. Our team of volunteers has also noticed this change and we have conducted research to determine the consequences of this increase. Based on this research, our team has ultimately decided that many of these wild birds need to be removed from our park. This choice was not easy and I will explain the challenges we faced in reaching this decision.

The white ibises have many positive impacts on our society. First, as community members we understand that the birds represent Florida and have a rich history within our state. These birds are included in our folklore and their place in our state’s history cannot be ignored. Second, many members in the community enjoy observing these birds and appreciate how they allow our citizens a closer interaction with, and appreciation for, nature. These positive impacts of the birds cause us great distress when weighed against their negative impacts.

While these birds are a part of our ecosystem and contribute to the biodiversity of our community, the health concerns raised by their close proximity ultimately warrant their removal from the park. The white ibises are living in high numbers in our park and are in close proximity to other animals. The lack of space and high number of animals has resulted in an increase in the number of diseases reported in the population of white ibises. These diseases pose a direct threat to the health of our community members. Research has shown that this high number of urban white ibises is a health risk and can cause members of our communities to become sick. This health risk to humans living in our neighborhoods is unacceptable. For this reason, we must take steps to decrease the white ibis population in our park and protect the members of our community.

I understand your concern with the white ibises in the park and the impact they will have on our community. Our team is reviewing the research on the issue and determining the best way to reduce the numbers of white ibises in our park. We will strive to protect the health of our community as well as maintain the ecosystem that has been established within the park. We will keep the community informed as decisions are made regarding the future of the park’s white ibises.

Thank you, 

Park Manager
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