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 Text Complexity Analysis of 
Feeding birds in your local park? If they're white ibises in Florida, think twice (title) 
Cheryl Dybas & Sandi Martin (author) 
Recommended Complexity Band: 9-10 

Qualitative Measures 

Meaning/Purpose: (Briefly explain the levels of meaning (Literary Text) or purpose 
(Informational Text.) The purpose of this text is to inform the reader about how 
wildlife, specifically White Ibises, and humans interact and impact each other. The 
purpose of the article is implied in the title but is not specifically stated. The 
information in the article is not sequentially laid out, but is well organized and easy 
to follow. 

Text Structure: (Briefly describe the structure, organization, and other features of 
the text.) The text begins with an introduction to White Ibises and a brief description 
of recent shifts in their behavior. The article then describes how the changes in the 
birds’ behavior impacts the birds and the humans with whom they interact. The 
author further broadens the discussion and describes how all wildlife is impacted by 
urbanization before returning to the White Ibises and describing how scientists are 
studying the situation. 
Language Features: (Briefly describe the conventions and clarity of the language 
used in the text, including the complexity of the vocabulary and sentence structures.) 
The text is largely explicit with some abstract language (signal danger, enliven our 
cities, feces, maelstrom). There are also quite a few subject-specific terms in the 
article (ecology, wetland habitats, prey, bacteria, strains, pathogens, nomadic, 
urbanization) that may be unfamiliar to students. 

Knowledge Demands: (Briefly describe the knowledge demands the text requires of 
students.) The article discusses mostly focuses on everyday practical knowledge, but 
there are some references to subject-specific content. Students do need to have a 
basic understanding of habitats, ecosystems, and the interactions between 
organisms in these ecosystems. 

Text Description

Briefly describe the text: This text describes the interactions between local wildlife 
(White Ibises in Florida) and humans, and the impact that these interactions have on 
both species. The article presents both benefits as well as potential drawbacks to 
the close proximity of humans and white ibises. The article also describes how 
scientists are studying these interactions and their effects. 

Quantitative Measures

Complexity Band Level (provide range): 11-12 

The text falls in the above grade band according to a quantitative reading measure.

Considerations for Reader and Task

Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task. 
Potential Challenges this Text Poses:  
The article mainly discusses general everyday knowledge, but students do need to 
have a basic understanding of ecosystems, evolution, and the transmission of 
diseases. Students will be expected to have a basic understanding of diseases (how 
they are spread and some vocabulary related to diseases). Teachers may need to 
provide resources for students to develop this understanding. Struggling readers 
may have difficulties following the text as it is not sequential. Teachers will need to 
scaffold the text to aid in student understanding. There are some instances of 
abstract language (see Language Features) that teachers must be aware of in order 
to address student questions. 

Recommended Placement
Briefly explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade band: This article was placed in the 11-12 grade band by a quantitative reading measure, but 
the qualitative analysis determined the appropriate placement for this article to be the 9-10 grade band based on the level of subject knowledge necessary. Students who are 
lacking some of the required background knowledge (see Considerations for Reader and Task) may find this reading to be challenging. 




