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 Text Complexity Analysis of 
Your Voice: Peru's Melting Glaciers Teach Community "to Be Strong in the Face of 
the Changes" (title) 
Nora Ferm (author) 
Recommended Complexity Band: 9-10 

Qualitative Measures 

Meaning/Purpose: (Briefly explain the levels of meaning (Literary Text) or purpose 
(Informational Text.) The author’s purpose in writing the article is to explain how 
tropical glaciers in Peru are being threatened by climate change. The text describes 
the impact this will have on Peruvians and how USAID is helping them develop 
strategies to deal with the problem. 

Text Structure: (Briefly describe the structure, organization, and other features of 
the text.) The text is generally sequentially organized. The author begins by 
chronicling her journey in Peru before explaining the problem and what is being 
done to help deal with the impact of glaciers melting. This format means that 
several pathways can be taken by the reader. There are several photos with captions 
in the article that help readers visualize what is being discussed. 

Language Features: (Briefly describe the conventions and clarity of the language 
used in the text, including the complexity of the vocabulary and sentence structures.) 
The author uses a number of science-specific words (e.g., hydroelectric, tropical 
glaciers, fertile) and academic terms (e.g., commonwealth, indigenous, 
collaboration). Several of the sentences in the article use complex sentence 
structures. 

Knowledge Demands: (Briefly describe the knowledge demands the text requires of 
students.) The article refers to the geography of Peru, but provides enough 
information for readers to be able to infer the relevant geographic information. 
Reviewing the general layout of Peru prior to reading the article might help alleviate 
some student confusion. Although some terms may be problematic, the general 
scientific concepts contained in the article are not too difficult. 

Text Description

Briefly describe the text: This informational text is designed to help support reading 
in the content area. The article discusses the impact of climate change (global 
warming) on the tropical glaciers in Peru. It focuses on providing a description of 
how Peruvians depend upon the glaciers and the impact that the melting of the 
glaciers could have in the future. The author also emphasizes USAID’s role in 
working with Peruvians to help them develop plans to deal with the possible loss of 
the glaciers. 

Quantitative Measures

Complexity Band Level (provide range): 9-10; 11-12

The text falls into the above grade bands according to a quantitative reading 
measure. It falls in the midrange of the 9-10 and at the lower end of the 11-12 band.

Considerations for Reader and Task

Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task. 
Potential Challenges this Text Poses:  
The fact that the article discusses much about Peru might make it a bit more difficult 
for readers who are not familiar with the country. Spending a bit of time going over 
the basic geography of Peru prior to having students read the article would be 
beneficial. There are a number of domain-specific terms that students may struggle 
with. The meaning for most of these can be inferred using context clues. The 
author’s purpose in writing the article is to discuss the harmful effects of climate 
change as evidenced by the melting glaciers in Peru. She describes her observations, 
what’s happening, and what’s being done to stave off future problems. Students will 
need to use info from each of these 3 portions to fully comprehend the article. 

Recommended Placement
Briefly explain the recommended placement of the text in a particular grade band: The quantitative measurement places this article in the 9th-10th & 11th -12th grade 
bands. Most of the categories in the qualitative measures rubric fall in the middle of the complexity continuum. These factors lead to a recommendation of an overall 
rating in the 9th-10th grade complexity band. 




