Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Gut Reaction: Digestion Revealed in 3-D
Vocabulary Questions:
1.	The authors use the word ensnare in the first section of the text. What does ensnare mean in this context?

2.	Peristaltic motion is compared to ocean waves in the text. How do the two relate?

3. The terms macro and micro are used several times within the text in regard to the digestive system. What do these terms mean?


Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1.	Using evidence from the text, how does the first paragraph of the text relate to the digestive system?

2.	Within the article, it is stated that without villi, muscle contractions would not be enough to perform normal digestion. Using evidence from the text, support the author’s reasoning for using this statement to describe digestion. 

3.	Using evidence from the text, explain the phrase “One of our next steps will be to include individual nutrient molecules in our model.”

Writing Prompt: 
Do you think a 3-D model of the digestive system would be helpful to modern medicine? Using evidence from the text, assess whether or not you believe the article has provided ample evidence of the need for such research. Be sure to include specific details about the physiology of the digestive system and how they relate to the development of the 3-D model in your response.
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