Text-Dependent Questions and Writing Prompt for Complex Text

Article Title: Buried in Ash, Ancient Salvadoran Village Shows Images of Daily Life
Vocabulary Questions:
1. Define the word sacbe as the author uses it in the article. Describe its unique features.

2. How did the properties of tephra make it useful for road building?

3. In the fifth paragraph from the bottom, the text describes the amount of pots and firewood in one unearthed household using the term, inordinate. What does this term mean as used in this context?

Text Evidence/Content Questions:
1. Using examples from the text, describe how the volcano that erupted in the Ceren village preserved their history and the significance of these findings.

2. Cite evidence Dr. Sheets presents in paragraph 8 that Ceren villagers escaped death by the volcano. How do details regarding the eastern and western canals of the sacbe as well as the discovery of preserved footprints in paragraphs 15-17 relate to this theory?

3. Using evidence from the text, support the author’s assumption that the villagers practiced division of labor.

4. What does Dr. Sheets mean by the statement “If they thought the elites were charging too much at one marketplace, they were free to vote with their feet and go to another,” and how is this presented as evidence of his presumption of Ceren villagers’ social and economic practices?

5. What text evidence suggests that sacbe had political and spiritual implications?

Writing prompt: 

Examine the significance of the Loma Caldera volcano on the Ceren culture. Using evidence from the text, describe the ways in which the volcano both destroyed and preserved the Ceren culture.
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