


5th Grade Science Notebook Rubric
	
	Preliminary Thinking
	Data Collection/
Observations
	Conclusion/Reflection

	
1
limited
D
	· only includes key question
	· no data or diagrams
	· conclusion only responds to key question with no evidence
· does not attempt to explain class data discrepancies (where applicable)

	

2
average
C
	· key question is written in the notebook 
· no evidence or data used to support preliminary thinking (data can be personal experiences, previous investigations, or research information)
· preliminary thoughts may not be related to the key question
	· no observational data
· data charts, graphs, and tables are not accurate or not visually appealing (unreadable)
· diagrams are missing scientific labels
· no relevant handouts or other supplemental material included (where applicable)
	· conclusions have limited explanations and may not be linked to evidence 
· conclusions do not connect to the investigation and may relate to irrelevant topics 
· attempts to explain class data discrepancies (where applicable) are incorrect
· no connections are made to real world situations or other investigations completed in class

	
3
above average 
B
	· key question is written in the notebook 
· limited evidence or data used to support preliminary thinking (data can be personal experiences, previous investigations, or research information)
· preliminary thoughts are related to the key question
	· limited observational data
· data charts, graphs, and tables are not accurate or not visually appealing (unreadable)
· diagrams include some scientific labels relevant to the investigation
· some relevant handouts or other supplemental material are included (where applicable)
	· explains and defends conclusions using evidence
· conclusions connect to the investigation and refer to some element of the investigation 
· attempts to explain class data discrepancies (where applicable) are incomplete
· connections are made to real world situations or other investigations completed in class 

	

4
excellent
A
	· key question is written in the notebook 
· uses data as evidence to make predictions (data can be personal experiences, previous investigations, or research information)
· preliminary thoughts are related to the key question 
	· observations are detailed and include labels where applicable
· data charts, graphs, and tables are mathematically accurate and visually appealing 
· diagrams include many scientific labels that are relevant to the investigation 
· all relevant handouts or other supplemental material are included (where applicable)
	· explains and defends conclusions using evidence
· conclusions connect to the investigation and refer to some element of the investigation 
· accurately explains class data discrepancies (where applicable)
· connections are made to real world situations or other investigations completed in class
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