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Tru Confessions: Two Wishes to Accomplish			Grade 6

Short Summary
Tru Confessions is the story of Tru, a teenager whose brother Eddie has special needs. Tru writes in her journal about her wish to find a cure for Eddie and to have her own television show. In this unit, students will examine factors that influence how families, classmates, and people in the community perceive and interact with children with developmental disabilities as they work to summarize key details and events from the text, analyze ways in which the author unfolds the plot, and explain how the author develops the point of view of the narrator and discuss how the text’s characters change. 

Estimated Time   7 hours

Language Arts Florida Standards
LAFS.6.RL.1.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. (Note: This lesson focuses on the “provide an objective summary” aspect of this standard).
LAFS.6.RL.1.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.
LAFS.6.RL.2.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.
LAFS.6.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
a.	Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b.	Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
c.	Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
d.	Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e.	Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f.	Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.


Learning Objectives
Students will be able to describe how the plot unfolds in a series of episodes.
Students will be able to summarize key details and events from the story.
Students will be able to explain how the main character changes throughout the story.
Students will be able to explain how the author develops the point of view of the narrator in the story.
Students will be able to explain how certain factors influence the main character.
Students will be able to write informative/explanatory pieces to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
Disability Awareness Learning Objectives
Students will be able to explain the importance of understanding what students with disabilities are able to do, rather than the effects of their disabilities.
Students will be able to describe positive ways of interacting with students with disabilities in school and in the community.
Students will be able to describe proactive ways to react when you find a student with a disability being bullied. 

Materials
Tru Confessions, by Janet Tashjian, (2007). Square Fish Books, Holtzbrinck Publishers, LLC, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.
Reading Guide for Tru Confessions (included) 
Writing Summaries (included)
Reading Guide for Tru Confessions with Answer Key (included)
Reflections for Tru Confessions (included) 
Reflections for Tru Confessions with Answer Key (included)
Grade Six Writing Explanatory Text Rubric for Tru Confessions

Formative Assessments
Anticipatory Set
Students are asked to respond to two questions: 1) What do you know about developmental disabilities? 2) How should you interact with students with disabilities who are in your class? The teacher will be able to determine how much knowledge students have regarding developmental disabilities and how students view those with disabilities in their classroom. 
Teaching Phase
Introducing the Story. The teacher introduces the story by describing the main characters, including one who has a developmental disability. The teacher can provide additional background knowledge or scaffolding as relevant concepts and events are addressed in the story. 
Understanding Point of View. The teacher explains that the story is written in the format of a personal journal. The main character, Tru, is the narrator. As the teacher shows the examples of lists, pictures, single statements, one sided conversations, and epilogue used in the journal, the students will explain what they think Tru really means and what messages she was trying to convey (point of view). When students encounter these elements in the story, the teacher will check for understanding and reteach as necessary. Students may also be asked to compare whether the other characters (her mother, Eddie, her friends) would agree with Tru’s messages. 

Guided Practice
Understanding the Story. Through this activity, the teacher can gather information about students’ learning. Specifically, teacher can assess students’ basic comprehension of the story’s events, their ability to select relevant textual evidence (key events and ideas), and their understanding of how the plot is unfolded in a series of episodes. In addition, students will describe what each episode shows about Tru’s character (characteristics and traits). Students will turn in their summaries for review and feedback from the teacher, using the following criteria to evaluate student responses:
· Includes key events and ideas in summary
· Describes relevant characteristics and traits of main character
Reflections. Students are asked work in small groups to reflect on specific events in the story that reveal more about the main character. The questions are designed to have students better understand Tru’s point of view as it is represented in her thoughts, words, and actions. The teacher will circulate and observe responses, checking for students’ inclusion of specific evidence from the story that supports their opinions. The teacher will be able to check for understanding, clarify and/or re-teach before students begin the independent practice.
Summative Assessments
Independent Practice. Students will write a 2-3 page essay discussing “Tru’s Confessions,” to respond to the following prompt: What did Tru want to confess? What did she include in her journal that showed how she changed or developed throughout the story? What factors contributed to those changes? Students may use the elements in the writing rubric to plan their response. Teacher will use the Tru Confessions Rubric to evaluate how well students met the expectations of the learning objectives. 
Closure
Application. To end the unit, the teacher asks the students the following questions to determine how well students are able to apply and generalize what they have learned about disability awareness in this story. What changes would you like to see in the way students with disabilities are treated by other students? What should you do when you observe a student being bullied or treated unfairly? What new insights do you have about students with disabilities, particularly those with developmental disabilities? Students are expected to increase their awareness of positive ways of interacting with students with disabilities in school and in the community and their knowledge of proactive ways to react when they find a student with a disability being bullied. 

Guiding Questions
What do you know about developmental disabilities?
How should students interact with students with disabilities?
Why do students sometimes bully students with disabilities or treat them unfairly?
What should you do when you are concerned about the way a student with a disability is acting?
How is the plot of a story revealed through a series of episodes?
Why is it important to summarize key details and events from a story?
What techniques can an author use to develop the point of view of the narrator in a story?
Why is it important to understand how the main character is influenced by different factors in a story?
How can you write informative/explanatory pieces to examine complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content?

Prior Knowledge 
Students need to understand how authors develop point of view in a story.
Students need to be able to present a summary of the episodes in a story.
Students need to understand how the plot unfolds in a story through a series of episodes.

2. Teaching Phase
Introducing the Story. Introduce the main character, Trudy Walker. Her family and best friend, Denise, call her “Tru.” Have students read the back cover of the novel to identify Tru’s three wishes: 1) to have her own TV show, 2) for Eddie (her twin brother) to be “unhandicapped,” and 3) maybe to go out with Billy Meier. 
Explain that Tru’s twin brother, Eddie, has special needs resulting from asphyxia (lack of oxygen [p. 3]) when he was born. Tru says her brother has a developmental disability. He has intellectual challenges or mental handicaps. (Note: These are older terms; they are now referred to as cognitive or intellectual disabilities). Tru would like to find a cure, but it is more important for others to know what a great brother she has. 

Background Knowledge. Students will need to have a common understanding of Eddie’s special needs. Eddie has a developmental disability that resulted from problems during his birth. He learns more slowly than typical students, enjoys being with his family, but sometimes displays inappropriate behaviors. For more information on developmental disabilities, students may use information from the Centers for Disease Control to locate free materials on different disorders and prepare a brief presentation for class. Website: http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/developmentaldisabilities/ 
The teacher may also find useful information at the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development Website: http://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/idds/conditioninfo/Pages/default.aspx
Ask students to think about Eddie’s special needs and how he should be treated by others. Have students describe positive ways of interacting with students with disabilities and how to respond when others are not acting appropriately. Tell students to watch for instances of unfair treatment or bullying of Eddie and how his family reacts in the story. 

Understanding Point of View. 
Ask: What techniques can an author use to develop the point of view of the narrator in a story?
The author uses the literary device, known as point of view, to allow readers to know what is going on in the story. When a character narrates the story, a first person point of view is used and much of the story is told using words like “I”, “me”, and “my”. This allows the reader to have a direct connection with what the character feels, says, and does. However, the narrator is also the source of information about other characters and events. The reader sometimes has to go beyond what the narrator says to understand the meaning. A story told with a second person point of view uses words like “you” and “your” to make the reader a participant in the story. A third person point of view is told from an outsider looking in and uses words like “he”, “she”, “it”, and “they”. This is the most common way stories are told.
Tell students that Tru, the main character, is the narrator of the story, Tru Confessions. The story is presented through a series of entries into Tru’s personal journal on her computer. Discuss how the author uses the first person point of view to tell the story. Have students read aloud selections and discuss how the author uses different kinds of elements in Tru’s journal: narratives (pp. 8–12), lists (p. 13), pictures (p. 25), single statements (p. 26), on-line conversations (pp. 145–148), and an epilogue (p. 167). 

3. Guided Practice
Understanding the Story.
Ask: How does the author use episodes in the story to develop the plot?
What do the episodes reveal about the way the main character changes in the story?
The Reading Guide for Tru Confessions worksheet included at the end of this unit divides the novel into ten sections. Ask students to read the assigned pages and write a brief summary for each section. Model how to write a summary after reading the first few pages aloud. First create a bulleted list of key events and ideas, then restate the key events and ideas in paragraph form. Students will also describe what each episode reveals about Tru’s character as it develops in the story.
If students have difficulty locating key events and ideas, have them annotate sticky notes to mark the pages as they read. Students can use the graphic organizer for Writing Summaries included at the end of this unit and write a list of events and ideas before creating the summary for each section. An answer key is provided at the end of this unit. 
After reading each section of the book, have a discussion with the students. Have them point out evidence in the passages (or entries) in Tru’s journal that helps them to understand how her character changes. Ask students to share their summaries and tell what each episode shows about Tru’s character. This could be accomplished as a whole group activity for the first section, and then have students discuss the remaining sections with a partner or in small groups. Use the following criteria to evaluate student responses:
· Includes key events and ideas in summary
· Describes how characteristics and traits of the main character have changed

Reflections. Have students establish a clear purpose for the reflections activity.
Ask: What techniques can an author use to develop the point of view of the narrator in a story?
Why is it important to determine how the main character is influenced by different factors in a story?
After students finish reading the book, distribute the Reflections for Tru Confessions worksheet included at the end of this unit. Point out the page references that are provided for each section to help students know what to review before they answer the questions. Divide the class into four groups and assign each group a different section. Have students discuss the questions in small groups. Remind students to provide clear reasons supported by relevant evidence from the text and show that they understand the point of view and the influences on the main character presented in the story. This activity may require more than one class period to complete. When the small groups have completed their discussion, share responses with the whole class.

4. Independent Practice
Ask: Why is it important to understand how the main character is influenced by different factors in the story?
Discuss.
Ask: Why do you think the author titled this story, Tru Confessions?
What did Tru want to confess?
Discuss the meaning of confession. Confession means admitting to something that a person would rather keep hidden. It can be simply an admission of feelings or feelings of guilt or wrongdoing about something a person has done or believes. 
For the summative assessment, have students write a 2–3 page essay about “Tru’s Confessions.” Present the following prompt:
What did Tru want to confess? What did she include in her journal that showed how she changed or developed throughout the story? What factors contributed to those changes?
Review the expectations of Grade Six Writing Explanatory Text Rubric before students begin writing. Students may use the following list to plan their essay.
· Introduce the character and briefly describe how she changed 
· Describe how you will organize the evidence to support your explanation
· Use relevant evidence and details from the text
· Use words, phrases, or clauses to create cohesion and clarify relationships among the main points
· Use correct grammar and spelling
Use the Grade Six Writing Explanatory Text Rubric for Tru Confessions (included at the end of this unit) to evaluate the students’ essays. Provide additional written feedback to reflect how well the students used evidence from the story to support their explanation, and how well their description of Tru reflected their understanding of the way the she developed and changed throughout the story.

5. Closure
Use the Guiding Questions for this unit to structure a sharing session in which students identify insights gained by reading Tru Confessions. 
How should students interact with students with disabilities?
Why do students sometimes bully students with disabilities or treat them unfairly?
What should you do when you are concerned about the way a student with disabilities is acting?
As a follow-up to this unit, it is important to discuss why Tru’s mother hid her identity as Deedee when she emailed Tru. When this novel was written in 1997, communicating with people you didn’t know by email was generally considered to be safe. In today’s world, children should not reply to emails from strangers because it may be dangerous. For more tips on dealing with strangers online: http://nobullying.com/teaching-kids-about-strangers-online/.

6. Extensions
Have students give a presentation on appropriate ways to interact with students with disabilities. Students may create scenarios and include short videos, photos, or clip art to illustrate appropriate communication techniques. 

Accommodations
· Provide alternate formats (audio, braille, large print) for students who have difficulty reading the book or handouts independently
· Provide specially-formatted paper or a word processor, or allow dictation of responses if students have difficulty with handwriting

Author’s Remarks
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]This unit plan was developed as part of the following resource guide on disability awareness. You will find more information on disability etiquette and communication and bullying and discrimination in the Disability Awareness section and information about writing in the Language Arts and Literacy section.
Beech, M. (2015). Disability Awareness through English Language Arts: Resources for Middle and High School. Tallahassee, FL: Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc.
You can download a copy from this webpage: http://www.fddc.org/publications


Reading Guide for Tru Confessions

Name: ____________________________   Date: _______________________________
Read each section of the novel, making a list of key events and ideas, and write a brief summary on a separate sheet of paper. In your summary, briefly describe what each episode reveals about Tru’s character. Make a note of any reactions or questions you have. Be ready to discuss your summary with the whole class after reading each section.
Sections
1. Pages 1–15: Tru and Her Wishes
2. Pages 16–35: More about Eddie
3. Pages 36–56: A Contest
4. Pages 57–68: A Start
5. Pages 69–88: Shooting the Video
6. Pages 89–100: Eddie’s Problems 
7. Pages 101–113: Tru’s Problems
8. Pages 114–142: A Winner
9. Pages 143–166: The Meaning
10. Page 167: The Epilogue




Writing Summaries
Use this graphic organizer to identify and organize the events and ideas in each section.
	Section
	

	Key Events



	Ideas


	Summary


	What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 





	Section
	

	Key Events



	Ideas




	Summary


	What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 






Reading Guide for Tru Confessions /Answer Key—Page 1 of 3

1. Pages 1–15: Tru and Her Wishes
Summary: Tru is a teenager whose twin brother, Eddie, has special needs that resulted from birth trauma. Tru’s mom works on a computer from home as a freelance graphic designer, and her father left several years ago to join the Peace Corps. Tru has two goals: to have her own TV show and for Eddie to be “unhandicapped.” She wants to find a cure for Eddie and already has ideas for her own television show.
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character changes
Self-Motivated: At the beginning of the story, we can see that Tru is a caring sister. She is also very self-motivated and determined to accomplish many important things in her life.
2. Pages 16–35: More About Eddie
Summary: Tru loves taking videos with her twin brother Eddie. She says he is developmentally disabled, has special needs, and is intellectually challenged, which means he has difficulty learning. He goes to the same school as Tru, but is included in a different sixth-grade class. She likes the way Eddie does what she wants and is always there for her. She doesn’t like when he repeats things and has meltdowns. In response to an email message asking if anyone knows of a cure for someone like her brother, she gets one from someone named Deedee that makes a lot of sense to her.
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Understanding: As Tru thinks about her brother, she reflects on what she knows about Eddie’s disability. She especially appreciates what he is able to do. She is willing to reach out for help.
3. Pages 36–56: A Contest
Summary: Tru thinks her dream has come true when she finds out that a local cable company wants to offer shows created by and for teens. She works many nights to submit a proposal with a demo tape. This causes her to turn homework in late, and she has a hard time concentrating in class.
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Motivation: As indicated in the beginning of the story, Tru is a hard worker. However she has trouble managing her responsibilities and doesn’t take care of some important jobs in her life.
4. Pages 57-68: A Start
Summary: Tru puts together some video footage including an interview with her pediatrician talking about Eddie’s condition, along with some shots from Special Olympics. Tru’s friend Denise tells her it’s boring, and Tru decides to start over. She focuses on what’s good about Eddie, especially when she’s playing soccer with him.
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Determination: Tru continues to show that she is capable of hard work and wants to do a good job. She is open to suggestions and will listen to feedback from others. 


Reading Guide for Tru Confessions /Answer Key—Page 2 of 3

5. Pages 69-88: Shooting the Video
Summary: When Mrs. Hannah comes to stay with Tru and Eddie when their mother is away, they talk her into playing their favorite game, Monkey Man. Tru records the whole thing with the video camera, as she often does. During the night, she gets an idea to use the footage in her proposal. She asks Mrs. Hannah to sign a release form so Tru can use it in the show. Tru puts this episode together with other video she has already captured of Eddie. 
Sometimes Tru feels guilty or embarrassed about Eddie. Once she joined her friend Marlene making fun of him and imitating his behavior, but she didn’t say anything about it. She admits that she got Eddie to take things from stores without paying for them. 
Tru writes about her mixed feelings about having a brother like Eddie. When she heard about the way baby sharks devoured each other in the womb, she was afraid that this is what happened to Eddie. She thought maybe she had caused his problems.  
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Mixed Feelings about Eddie: Tru lets peer pressure get to her. She knew she shouldn’t have joined her friend who was making fun of Eddie. She was embarrassed by Eddie’s behavior and she was afraid her friends wouldn’t like her. 
Guilt: Tru doesn’t really understand why Eddie was born with a disability. She feels guilty that maybe she was the cause. 
6. Pages 89–100: Eddie’s Problems
Summary: Tru, Eddie, and their mom go to a festival. Tru is surprised to see Eddie wearing Billy Meier’s hat. When she tries to return the hat, Billy says, “It’s Be-Kind-to-Retards Week, isn’t it?” and makes a mean comment to her. He also tells her that his friends peed on it. Tru gets really mad and pushes Billy off the bench he was walking on. Billy isn’t hurt, but her mother insists that she apologize. Tru reflects that when people pick on Eddie, her mom always steps in and tells them that they are wrong. 
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Protective: Tru was upset about the way Billy teased Eddie. She was angry when she pushed him. However, she wished she could have handled it better, like her mom does.
7. Pages 101–113: Tru’s Problems
Summary: Tru tells her friend Denise that her father is away in Africa. Her mother corrects her and explains that he left for many reasons, not because of Eddie. Tru doesn’t like the men her mother dates, and she gets Eddie to act out when they are there. One day Tru loses Eddie at the mall, and he panics. When she finds him, he tells her that he doesn’t want to be different. He wants to be just like her. For the first time she realizes that Eddie is aware of his condition.
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Concerned: Tru is unhappy that her parents are not together anymore and she doesn’t want anybody to replace her father. She thought she understood Eddie’s feelings, but she is surprised by his insight and awareness of his own condition.
Reading Guide for Tru Confessions /Answer Key—Page 3 of 3

8. Pages 114–142: A Winner
Summary: Tru feels like it is taking forever to get a response about her proposal from the cable company. Tru finally finds out she won the contest. She is very nervous and glad to say “yes” when her email friend, Deedee, asks if she wants to have a live chat on the net on Saturday.
On the day Tru’s video is to be aired, Mrs. Hannah and Tru’s grandfather come to watch it with the family. It is a great success and even the school principal calls to congratulate Tru and Eddie. Tru really wonders why the people who used to avoid Eddie and her are suddenly so nice. 
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Pride and Insecurity: Tru is really proud of winning the contest. However, she is still worried about the way others really feel about Eddie.
9. Pages 143–166: The Meaning
Summary: Deedee and Tru have the online chat. Tru expresses her surprise that she now sees Eddie as a person with special needs. He’s not going to get better. She thinks that maybe she is afraid of growing up and leaving him behind. Deedee tells her how important it is that she is Eddie’s friend. 
Tru thinks she has figured out that Deedee is her mother, but her mother denies it. The story ends with a family trip to Super World. On this trip, Tru can see the future when she goes with Eddie ride the ducky ride, she realizes that things will change. They will have separate futures, and that’s OK.
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Insight: At the beginning of the story, Tru felt she would be able to find a “cure” for Eddie. She wanted him to be more like her. At the end Tru finally realizes that there isn’t a cure and her relationship with Eddie will change in the future.
10. Page 167: The Epilogue
Summary: The epilogue predicts a very successful future for Trudy Walker as a filmmaker and Eddie Walker as an artist.
What this episode reveals about Tru’s character 
Motivation and Determination: Tru shows that her character traits don’t change. She keeps on accomplishing her goals.


Reflections about Tru Confessions
Name: ____________________________________ Date: _____________________
In your group, review the assigned section of the novel and write the answers to the questions on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to cite evidence from the story to support your answers. Make a note of any reactions or questions you have. Be ready to discuss your answers with the whole class.

Pages 1–35: Tru and Her Wishes 
1. How does Tru’s wish to have a television show reflect her current interests?
2. What does Tru feel about having a twin brother like Eddie? 
3. How does her wish for a cure reflect her current point of view about his disability?
4. What does she like about the response to her email request from Deedee?

Pages 36–74: A Contest
5. What do you learn about Tru from her journal entries as she describes her attempts at developing the proposal for the TV station (pp. 36–56)?
6. What does she learn from the criticism of the first video she put together for the proposal?
7. What factors does she consider as she tries to come up with a new idea for the video? 

Pages 75–113: Eddie Has Problems and so Does Tru
8. What makes Tru feel guilty about her reaction to Marlene’s imitation of Eddie and the way she got Eddie to take the CD and earrings from the store?
9. How does Tru decide what to include in the video about Eddie? What point of view does she want to show about Eddie?
10. How does Tru react when she confronts Billie Meier about the hat he gave to Eddie?
11. Why do you think Tru told Denise that her father was still in Africa? What really worries her about her mother’s dating?
12. When Tru is shopping, she realizes that Eddie is missing. What surprises Tru as she and Eddie wait for their mother to pick them up? How does her point of view about Eddie change as a result?

Pages 114–167: A Winner Now and Later
13. How does Tru handle waiting for the results of the contest? 
14. Even after Tru knows that she won, why is she still worried?
15. How does the online conversation with Deedee help Tru better understand her brother, Eddie?
16. How does going with Eddie on the ducky ride at the end of their trip to Super World affect Tru’s point of view for the future?


Reflections about Tru Confessions/Answer Key, Page 1 of 3

Pages 1–35: Tru and Her Wishes 
1. How does Tru’s wish to have a television show reflect her current interests?
Tru has always wanted to be on TV. Her favorite toy as a kid was a microphone. One of the things she enjoys doing with her brother, Eddie, is to make home movies. She took an afterschool class from her science teacher last year and learned how to edit film and add music to videos. 
2. What does Tru feel about having a twin brother like Eddie? 
Tru’s twin brother has special needs as a result of asphyxia during his birth. She writes that the technical terms, such as Developmentally Delayed, Special Needs, Intellectually Challenged, and Mentally Handicapped, or labels like Autistic or Down Syndrome, don’t give a true picture of Eddie. She thinks he looks like any kid his age. He can ride a bike, play soccer, and use a knife and fork as well as she can. But, when you talk to him, you become aware of his differences. However, she really wants to find a cure for him.
3. How does her wish for a cure reflect her current point of view about his disability?
Tru’s current point of view is optimistic. She hopes that she will find some kind of help for Eddie. Maybe there will be drugs, an operation, or even acupuncture. She has surfed the Internet and left an email message asking if anyone knew of a recent cure for someone like Eddie. Tru doesn’t really understand that Eddie can’t be cured. His disability will affect him his whole life.
4. What does she like about the response to her email request from Deedee?
None of the anonymous people that respond to her email have anything helpful to say. Deedee tells her to never stop hoping and searching for answers. Tru feels encouraged.

Pages 36–74: A Contest
5. What do you learn about Tru from her journal entries as she describes her attempts at developing the proposal for the TV station (pp. 36–56)?
Tru is very motivated and excited about the contest. She also has a great imagination as she thinks about what people would say about her (pp. 40–41). She has many different ideas and shows that she is organized when she makes a list of what she needs to do. You can tell that she really loves being with Eddie as she remembers their private time together before they go to bed. 
6. What does she learn from the criticism of the first video she put together for the proposal?
Tru says that the purpose of her video is to give everyone information about Eddie’s condition so they can understand him better, but Denise and her mother suggest that it is boring or not everyone will like it. Tru is really trying to better understand Eddie’s condition.  


Reflections about Tru Confessions/Answer Key, Page 2 of 3

7. What factors does she consider as she tries to come up with a new idea for the video? 
Tru asks Eddie for ideas and thinks about having a talk show or a game show like Jeopardy. She decides to stop trying so hard and enjoys playing soccer with Eddie on the weekend. When Mrs. Hannah comes to stay with Tru and Eddie because her mother goes on a business trip, Tru has an idea. On the first night, Eddie wants to play Monkey Man and Mrs. Hannah joins in while Tru films them. That night, she has an idea to use this tape in her video and asks Mrs. Hannah to sign a release form. As Tru thinks more about it, she remembers all of the footage she had stored and decides she can use that and add to it. 

Pages 75–113: Eddie Has Problems and so Does Tru
8. What makes Tru feel guilty about her reaction to Marlene’s imitation of Eddie and the way she got Eddie to take the CD and earrings from the store?
Tru describes times when she has acted like she didn’t care about Eddie. One time she just smiled when her friend, Marlene, imitated him and even imitated him herself. She also set Eddie up to take a pair of earrings out of a store, then yelled at him when the manager came after him. She sometimes wishes he weren’t her brother. 
Tru is worried that other kids her age won’t like her because of Eddie. She wishes she could just be herself, without always having to worry about Eddie.
9. How does Tru decide what to include in the video about Eddie? What point of view does she want to show about Eddie?
Tru decides to tape Eddie everywhere. She carries the video camera with her so she won’t miss a shot. She wants to show that he can do everyday things like brush his teeth and play soccer and be with his class at recess. She wants to show he is just like everyone else.
10. How does Tru react when she confronts Billie Meier about the hat he gave to Eddie?
When Tru sees Eddie with a New York Yankees hat, she wants to know where he got it. Eddie told her that some guy gave it to him.  Eddie points out Billy Meier, and Tru hands Billy back his hat. Unfortunately, Billy teases, “It’s Be-Kind-to-Retards Week” and “who wants a hat the three of us peed on?” (p. 90). Tru is angry and tells Billy that he makes her sick. Billy continues to taunt her, and Tru runs to the bench and pushes him off. She is not happy when her mother makes her apologize to Billy.
11. Why do you think Tru told Denise that her father was still in Africa? What really worries her about her mother’s dating?
Tru wants to think the best of her dad. She’s afraid Denise might not like her if she knows that her dad is really in Rhode Island. Her mother tells her that he left for a lot of reasons, not just because of Eddie. Tru worries that the men will not treat her mother right. She doesn’t really want her mother to have a boyfriend.


Reflections about Tru Confessions/Answer Key, Page 3 of 3

12. When Tru is shopping, she realizes that Eddie is missing. What surprises Tru as she and Eddie wait for their mother to pick them up? How does her point of view about Eddie change as a result?
Eddie says, “I don’t want to be different. I want to be the same. Same as everybody else” (p. 111). Tru realizes that she thought Eddie never questioned who he was, that he always seemed to be happy with the way things were. She feels sorry for him, because she knows there isn’t anything that she can do. She doesn’t want him to be unhappy. She tells Eddie that everyone is different. 

Pages 114–167: A Winner Now and Later
13. How does Tru handle waiting for the results of the contest? 
Tru thinks about trying to contact her father, but doesn’t follow through. She calls the cable company fourteen times, a few times using fake voices trying to find out when they’ll be finished reviewing the applications. She gets upset when Eddie bugs her about when she will get her own show.
14. Even after Tru knows that she won, why is she still worried?
Tru is nervous that people won’t like her show or her brother, Eddie. She plays the possibilities over and over in her head. 
15. How does the online conversation with Deedee help Tru better understand her brother, Eddie?
After the show, she has an online conversation with Deedee and tells her how well the show went. But she hesitates and says that when she watched the show this time, it made her see Eddie in a different way. She could tell he has special needs and he will stay that way. She asks herself why she thought she could cure him and why did she want to change him. Tru is worried about growing up and leaving Eddie behind. 
16. How does going with Eddie on the ducky ride at the end of their trip to Super World affect Tru’s point of view for the future?
Tru realizes that even when Eddie grows up, some things about him will stay the same. She hopes he will continue to be as happy as possible.



Grade Six Writing Explanatory Text Rubric for Tru Confessions
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	Purpose/ Focus/ Organization
	Does not introduce the character/ changes. Details presented are not logically organized or belong to a different character from the text. Little to no attempt made to acknowledge the task.
	Introduces the character/changes, but traits presented are not relevant or logically organized. Does not adequately connect to the task. 
	Clearly introduces character, providing relevant details related to the character’s development in a logical order. Introduction sets the tone and connects to the task.
	Clearly introduces character, providing multiple relevant details using logical sequencing to develop a vivid picture of how the character changes. Introduction begins with a “hook” that grabs the reader’s attention and connects to the task. 

	Support/ Evidence

	Does not include relevant support for character development/link factors that contribute most to the change. Does not allow for conclusions to be made regarding the character. 
	Includes little relevant support for character development/linking factors that contribute most to the change. Few conclusions regarding the character can be inferred with thorough reading.
	Develops key traits with details/examples describing factors that contribute most to the character’s change. Some conclusions regarding the character can be drawn; readers get the sense they vaguely know the character/changes that take place throughout the text.
	Fully develops key traits with details/examples describing factors that contribute most to the character’s change. Clear conclusions regarding the character are easily drawn; readers get the sense they know the character/what impacts the character most throughout the text.

	Language/ Style

	Response lacks cohesion between main points and details. Style is informal.
	Uses some words, phrases, or clauses to create cohesion, but relationship between main points and details is vague in places. Uses a formal style in much of the written piece.
	Uses basic words, phrases, and clauses throughout the writing to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among main points and details. Establishes and maintains a formal style.
	Uses effective and higher-level words, phrases, and clauses throughout the writing to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among main points and details. Consistently establishes and maintains a formal style.

	Conventions

	Contains many errors in conventions (capitalization, punctuation, and spelling) and grammar (complete sentences with varied sentence structures). impeding the ability to understand the written work.
	Contains several errors in grade-appropriate conventions (capitalization, punctuation, and spelling) and grammar (complete sentences with varied sentence structures).
	Contains few errors in grade-appropriate conventions (capitalization, punctuation, and spelling) and grammar (complete sentences with varied sentence structures).
	Contains no errors in grade-appropriate conventions (capitalization, punctuation, and spelling) and grammar (complete sentences with varied sentence structures).
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