Landmark Cases Project
Created by:  Cynthia Foster, Horace O’Bryant School, Key West, FL
Standard:  SS.7.C.3  Demonstrate an understanding of the principles, functions, and organization of government.
Benchmark:  SS.7.C.3.12  Analyze the significance and outcomes of landmark Supreme Court cases including, but not limited to, Marbury v. Madison, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education, Gideon v. Wainwright, Miranda v. Arizona, in re Gault, Tinker v. Des Moines, Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier, United States v. Nixon, and Bush v. Gore.

LAFS Standards:  
LAFS.68.RH.1.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
LAFS.7.SL.2.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

Objective:  Students will explain the significance of selected landmark court cases. Students will use keywords to generate results in a search engine, judge the credibility of the resulting websites, locate pertinent information in primary and secondary sources, and verify information by comparing among sources. Students will prepare a quality presentation to share their information with classmates.

Background Knowledge:  Students should have a working knowledge of trial, appellate, and supreme courts at the state and national levels. Students should understand the appellate process and the significance of judicial precedent, particularly with U.S. Supreme Court rulings. Students should be able to conduct a keyword search and evaluate search results for reliability. 

Materials Required:  
Teacher copies—Landmark Cases sign-up sheet, Landmark Cases Gallery Walk answer key
Student copies—Landmark Cases Gallery Walk rubric (2-page), Landmark Cases Research Guide (1-page)
Student computers for research (16 cases)
Wall space for gallery walk

Differentiation:  Since most classes have more than 16 students, struggling learners may be paired with a peer. For students less adept at research, the teacher may provide a list of the most useful websites.

Procedure:
Step 1—Assign individuals or pairs a court case. Allow students ample time for research to complete their research guide sheet (the one with the picture of lady justice). 
Step 2—Students present their findings to their classmates. Depending on time allotment for this learning activity, the teacher should determine requirements (multi-media presentation, oral speech, etc.).
Step 3—Students display their research for a gallery walk. Students answer the questions about the cases on their rubric sheet.

Assessment:  Students earn points as indicated on the rubric sheet for research, presentation, and gallery walk steps of the activity. Student input as to quality of research and quality of presentation may be solicited.

Name  _______________________________________________		Class Period  _____

Research Guide


_____________________________________  v.  _____________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ6zfrOsTeBySeEcgTVIVBc1YT1VHC8hEUPE7s2a7CAp468p-qeDIKlRCUJ:www.toptenz.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/blindjustice.jpg]
Who is the defendant in this case?  _____________________________________
Who is the plaintiff in this case?   _______________________________________
What claims are being made by the plaintiff?


Where did this case originate?   _____________________________________________________
In what year did this case originate?   __________________
In what year was this case decided by the Supreme Court?   ________________
What was the majority opinion of the Supreme Court (winning side)?


How many justices held the majority opinion?   ____________
What was the dissenting opinion of the Supreme Court (losing side)?
How many justices held the dissenting opinion?   ___________
Why is this case considered a “Landmark”? How did it affect the United States?
Sign-up Sheet
Bush v. Gore			__________________________________________
Tennessee v. Scopes		__________________________________________
Brown v. Board of Education	__________________________________________
Dred Scott v. Sandford		__________________________________________
Gideon v. Wainwright		__________________________________________
Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier	__________________________________________
Korematsu v. United States	__________________________________________
Marbury v. Madison		__________________________________________
in re Gault			__________________________________________
Miranda v. Arizona		__________________________________________
Plessy v. Ferguson		__________________________________________
Roe v. Wade			__________________________________________
Texas v. Johnson		__________________________________________
Tinker v. DesMoines		__________________________________________
United States v. Nixon		__________________________________________
United States v. Susan B. Anthony	__________________________________________

Project Guide/Rubric
Step 1:  Research your assigned court case to find out important information about the case. Completely fill in the research guide and have your answers checked by the teacher.
	Points   _____ / 33   (3 points per correct answer)
Step 2:  In class, give a 1-2 minute presentation about your assigned case.
	Rubric (1-2 points each)		
___  Who was involved
		___   Where the case got started
		___   What the case was about
		___   What the Supreme Court decided
		___   Why the case is considered a “landmark”
		___   When the case was decided
		___   Eye contact with the audience
		___   Loud enough for the audience to hear
		___   Speaking clearly
		___   Appear confident and knowlegeable
		___   Remain serious and poised
		_______ / 22 points
Step 3:  Use your and your classmates’ Gallery Walk research guides to answer each of the following questions. 
1.  Who was the defendant in the Gideon v. Wainwright case?   ____________________________________
  What was the plaintiff’s claim?
2.  How was the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision characteristic of its time period?

3.  What precedent was set in the Plessy v. Ferguson case?

4.  Who was the plaintiff in the Tennessee v. Scopes case?  _______________________________________
  What was the plaintiff’s claim?


5.  In what year did the Supreme Court hear the United States v. Susan B. Anthony case?  ______________
6.  What precedent was established in the Marbury v. Madison case?

7.  What was the final vote count of the justices in the Roe v. Wade case?   ____ majority  --  ____ dissenting
8.  How was the Korematsu v. United States characteristic of its time period?

9.  What makes in re Gault a “landmark” Supreme Court case?

10.  What do the Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier and the Tinker v. DesMoines cases have in common?


11.  What precedent was established in the United States v. Nixon case?

12.  Which case was the most recently decided among those in the Gallery Walk?
  What was it about?

13.  Why did the Texas v. Johnson case cause such controversy among U.S. citizens?

14.  What precedent was set in the Miranda v. Arizona case?

15.  Which case overturned the Plessy v. Ferguson decision?

Step 1 total points:  _____ / 33
Step 2 total points:  _____/ 22
Step 3 total points:  _____/45
Total points:   _______ / 100
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